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Some postponed surgeries did 
resume in Manitoba between the three 
waves of the pandemic, but most had to 
be suspended again this spring in the 
third-wave surge that overwhelmed 
hospitals and caused COVID-19 ICU 
patients to be sent out of province for 
treatment. 

In March, the province announced it 
has budgeted $50 million to put toward 

tackling the surgery backlog. 
In a written statement, acting health 

minister Kelvin Goertzen said his of-
fice is reviewing the Doctors Manitoba 
report. He didn’t promise to set up a 
task force or commit to a timeline to 
reduce the backlog.

“Every jurisdiction in Canada is 
facing these pandemic-related pres-
sures, which is why Premier (Brian) 

Pallister has led the way in calling on 
the federal government to significantly 
address the (health transfer payments) 
so that provinces and territories can 
address the surgical backlog that ex-
ists across the country,” the statement 
reads in part.

“Our government made great strides 
in reducing wait times in Manitoba 
prior to COVID-19, and we will con-

tinue working with our partners across 
the health care system — including 
Doctors Manitoba — to do it again as 
we recover from this global pandemic 
together. We look forward to sharing 
more details on how we achieve this 
common goal in the weeks ahead.”

katie.may@freepress.mb.ca  
Twitter: @thatkatiemay
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Doctors Manitoba president Dr. Kristjan Thompson is calling on the province to commit to clearing Manitoba’s surgery backlog by a fixed date.

“Our first few years here were hard. 
My parents struggled to make ends 
meet. They opened a restaurant and 
dreamed of financial stability but 
were soon left bankrupt,” Jamal wrote. 
“Despite their challenges, they always 
encouraged education.”

Jamal was the first in his family to 
attend university, spending a year at 
the London School of Economics before 
obtaining an economics degree from 
the University of Toronto. He went 
on to study law at Montreal’s McGill 
University and Yale Law School in the 
United States.

Jamal says his wife also came to 
Canada as a teenager, a refugee from 
Iran fleeing the persecution of the 

Bahá’í religious minority during the 
1979 Revolution.

She spent several years in the 
Philippines before being welcomed by 
Canada and settling in Innisfail, Alta.

After they married, Jamal became a 
Bahá’í, attracted by the faith’s message 
of the spiritual unity of humankind, 
and the couple raised their two chil-
dren in Toronto’s multi-ethnic Bahá’í 
community.

“These experiences exposed me to 
some of the challenges and aspirations 
of immigrants, religious minorities, 
and racialized persons,” Jamal wrote. 
“My perspectives on these issues have 
broadened and deepened over more 
than 25 years as a lawyer and judge.”

Jamal was a longtime litigator before 
becoming a judge of Ontario’s Appeal 
Court two years ago.

As a lawyer he appeared in dozens 
of appeals before the Supreme Court 
on a wide variety of issues. He began 
doing pro bono work on cases early in 
his career and says he found the most 
meaning in these efforts.

Fluent in English and French, he 
taught constitutional law at McGill and 
administrative law at Osgoode Hall 
Law School.

“At this stage of my life, there is 
no more meaningful way for me to 
contribute to the law and the pursuit of 
justice than through public service as 
a judge,” Jamal said in responding to 

the questionnaire.
“I try to approach each case with an 

open mind and a willingness to listen, 
both to counsel and to my colleagues 
— it is always more important to listen 
than to speak.”

Members of the House of Commons 
justice committee and Senate com-
mittee on legal affairs, along with a 
member of the federal Green party, 
will soon take part in a question-and-
answer session with Jamal.

The session will be moderated by 
Marie-Eve Sylvestre, dean of the civil 
law section at the University of Ot-
tawa’s faculty of law.

— The Canadian Press

“There’s been so many areas where 
the government under the PCs has lost 
touch with what the average person out 
there is thinking and what they want.” 

The Tories aren’t offering what most 
women in Manitoba want, the survey 
shows.

Just 21 per cent of women prov-
incewide — and only 13 per cent in 
Winnipeg — would vote PC right now. 
The New Democrats have the support 
of 55 per cent of women provincewide 
and 64 per cent in Winnipeg.

“You’re not going to win an election 
unless you get a strong proportion of 
women in the electorate supporting 
you,” said Adams, pointing to past 
results here and in Saskatchewan.

“When the NDP loses the support of 
women, they don’t win. We’re seeing 
the opposite — not only are the NDP 
gaining back ground, they’re over-
whelmingly winning ground from 
women voters.” 

Health care is a major concern 
with women, who are watching as 
government austerity measures result 
in intensive-care patient transfers to 
other provinces and overwhelmed 
nurses voting to strike, MacKay said. 

“They might have believed in the 
early days — when there was no pan-
demic — that these changes might be 
worth it and there may be some fat in 
the system,” he said. “But I think now 
no one’s really believing this.”

Even in the Tories’ traditional rural 
stronghold, their support is slipping. 
Just 40 per cent of voters said they’d 
likely vote PC, down from 50 per cent 
in March. In June, 35 per cent of rural 
voters expressed support for the NDP, 
up from 32 per cent in March.

MacKay said he wonders why there’s 
been silence from the PC caucus about 
their sinking numbers. 

“Often when a party is under this 
much pressure, there’s something that 
happens inside the party, and there’s 
some kind of revolt as there was with 
(former NDP premier Greg) Selinger,” 
he said. “Somebody comes onto the 
scene and starts to sort of make noise 
or the caucus starts to make noise, and 
we haven’t really seen this yet.”

MacKay suggested the quiet could 
hurt some MLAs’ re-election chances, 
including some who suddenly find them-
selves vulnerable in city constituencies.

“There will be guilt by association,” 
he said.

“I just wonder how long you can hold 
on for, with this kind of thing, be-
fore somebody has to step up and say, 
‘You know, the emperor has no clothes. 
We have to move on.’”

carol.sanders@freepress.mb.ca

Methodology

THE Probe Research Inc. survey of a random and 
representative sampling of 1,000 adults in Manitoba 
was conducted from June 2 to 11. The survey results 
are plus or minus 3.1 percentage points of what they 
would’ve been if the entire adult population had 
been surveyed with 95 per cent certainty.

Poll question: If a provincial election were held 
tomorrow, which party’s candidate would you 
most likely support? Even though you have not 
decided whom you would vote for, is there none-
theless a provincial party’s candidate that you 
think you might want to support or are currently 
leaning toward?

W
HEN things aren’t going a 
government’s way, the first 
rule of politics is to “pause 

and re-evaluate” whatever is irking the 
public.

Delaying the implementation of a 
controversial plan usually gives some 
breathing room, and creates the ap-
pearance politicians are “listening to 
the people.”

That will likely be the fate of the 
Progressive Conservative govern-

ment’s Bill 64, proposed legislation 
that makes sweeping changes to the 
Manitoba public school system, includ-
ing erasing its 36 English-speaking di-
visions and redrawing the lines into 15 
new regions. (The francophone school 
structure remains as is.)

Two things have to happen for the 
pause and re-evaluation to occur: Pre-
mier Brian Pallister has to retire, and 
the PC party has to pick a new leader 
who is more in tune with the hearts 
and minds of Manitoba voters.

The former will likely occur in the 
coming months. It would be surpris-
ing if Pallister spent another winter in 
Manitoba (he hates the Prairie cold).

The reason he called an early election 
in 2019 was almost certainly so he could 
retire after an abbreviated two terms 
in office. While COVID-19 has thrown 
a wrench into his retirement plans, if 
the pandemic winds down by fall as ex-
pected, the premier will have a favour-
able exit opportunity by year’s end.

Retirement planning may not be the 

only thing influencing the premier. As 
the PC party continues to plummet in 
public opinion polls (a decline widely 
believed to be tied to Pallister’s abra-
sive and autocratic governing style), 
the whisper campaign within Tory 
ranks for him to move on is expected 
to intensify over the summer. Nobody 
likes to get pushed out.

So where would that leave Bill 64, 
the proposed Education Modernization 
Act? The bill was one of five desig-
nated by the Opposition to be put over 
until the fall. It still has to pass second 
reading in October, and is expected 
to go to public hearings mid-month. A 
near-record 400 people have signed up 
to speak to the bill.

While Bill 64 is expected to pass dur-
ing the fall session, it doesn’t mean it 
becomes law right away.

Some bills are proclaimed into law 
upon royal assent (which usually oc-
curs at the end of a session). Bill 64 
comes into force “on a day fixed by 
proclamation.”

That means some or all of it has 
to be proclaimed by the minister of 
education to become law; the timing is 
up to cabinet. That can take months or 
years and often includes the drawing 
up of regulations. Sometimes, large 
acts such as this are proclaimed in 
stages.

Education Minister Cliff Cullen has 
said government plans to enact at least 
part of the legislation by July 1, 2022, 
including collapsing school boards and 
replacing them with a provincial au-
thority, but that’s not written in stone.

If Pallister is gone by then, a more 
thoughtful cabinet could delay imple-
mentation. A new leader could take 
an entirely different tack, including 
keeping some aspects of the bill and 
modifying others (such as reducing 
the number of school boards but not 
eliminating them altogether).

The last thing the PC party needs 
going into an expected 2023 election 
is Bill 64 hanging around its neck, at 
least in its current form. It’s contro-

versial, there are a lot of unanswered 
questions, and it’s not even going over 
well in some parts of Tory-rich south-
ern Manitoba.

There’s no upside for the party to 
push it through in 2022. With Pallister 
gone, the Tories wouldn’t have to.

Bill 64 is a Brian Pallister inven-
tion. It’s not based on sound education 
research or forward-thinking policy 
objectives. It’s Pallister wanting to 
overhaul a system the way he thinks it 
should be done. He knows better than 
everyone else, just ask him.

There’s little doubt the public school 
system needs change. Whether Bill 64 
is the right choice is debatable.

There are legitimate arguments in 
favour of having some elected repre-
sentation to govern schools to reflect 
the priorities of Manitobans in differ-
ent regions of the province. My guess 
is a new PC party leader would be 
more in tune with those voices.

tom.brodbeck@freepress.mb.ca

Bill 64 re-evaluation tied to Pallister retirement
TOM BRODBECK
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