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Bill 64 is a bad idea at the worst time

Residents of northeast Winnipeg may be 
forgiven if they are experiencing déjà vu this 
summer. Lawn signs are again sprouting up 
in protest of another Pallister PC disaster. 
Last time we saw this, it was a two-year-plus 
campaign by local residents voicing their 
opposition to the planned elimination of 
Concordia Hospital’s emergency room. 

Th anks to the community’s visible opposi-
tion, the government backed off  on its origi-
nal proposal and we were able to maintain 
an Urgent Care emergency service. Not what 
we wanted, but better than the ‘nothing’ that 
was originally planned.

Th is time, instead of eliminating our ER, 
the PC government’s Bill 64 will eliminate 
all school boards across the province and 
replace them with a centralized provincial 
education authority comprised of political 
appointees. It’s a power grab of the worst sort 
at the worst time.

Th e centralized approach and the elimi-
nation of school boards was tried in New 
Brunswick by the Liberal government of 
Frank McKenna in the early 1990s, only to be 
rolled back in 1999 when, ironically enough, 
the PC government of Bernard Lord realized 
what a mistake it was not to have an eff ective 

structure to govern public education. 
Th e community sign campaign in op-

position to Bill 64 has been made possible 
because the NDP, as the offi  cial Opposition, 
used its limited legislative powers to delay 
the bill’s passage. Th e Pallister PCs still have 
time to come to their senses. 

Anyone concerned about this reckless bill 
should join the many other Manitobans who 
have already signed up to speak against Bill 
64 at legislative committee this fall. Simply 
call the Legislative Clerk’s offi  ce at 204-945-
3636 and tell them you would like to speak to 
Bill 64 at committee.

☐ ☐ ☐

On another note, it is great to see all 
the gardening happening. Elmwood-East 
Kildonan Coun. Jason Schreyer and I were 
able to each contribute 20,000 packets of gar-
den seeds to area residents and personally 
distribute them to our respective residents’ 
home mailboxes.

If you have any questions about other pro-
vincial programs, feel free to contact me at 
204-415-1122 or email me at Jim.Maloway@
yourmanitoba.ca
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Elmwood MLA Jim Maloway and Coun. Jason Schreyer (Elmwood-East Kildonan) checking 
out how Jim’s own garden seeds are coming along. 
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In a normal year, putting on concerts, 
musicals, and all kinds of performances 
is a standard part of life at the Mennonite 
Brethren Collegiate Institute on Riverton 
Avenue in Elmwood. 

Although the pandemic put a stop to many 
of these activities this year, the Grade 9 stu-
dents, with the help of professionals, fi lmed a 
theatrical performance that the participants 
and their audience will remember for a long 
time to come.

Th e past school year has been diffi  cult 
for many students and teachers, with the 
lockdowns and frequent school closures 

disrupting studies. At MBCI, concerts and 
performances are normally an integral part 
of the academic year, but much of that has 
had to be cancelled due to pandemic restric-
tions. 

Instead, a group of Grade 9 students 
collaborated on a project to turn a classic 
children’s fantasy into a half-hour musi-
cal production. Th e result was an online 
performance of Th e Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe — with a Hamilton Twist, based 
on the book by C.S. Lewis, as part of the 
Rainbow Stage Manitoba Micro-Musical 
Project for Students. 

According to the Rainbow Stage website, 
the purpose of the project is to “remove 
barriers to accessing professional training 
and guidance for students who may not 
otherwise have access to arts education and 
programming.” 

Putting the musical together involved 
learning fi lming skills that were new to the 
students, including green-screen systems. As 

the offi  cial announcement to families and 
friends noted, the students were “learning 
new techniques and technology all along the 
way — and showing risk-taking and commu-
nity-building in their learning.”

Singing solos while acting in the play 
would have been a daunting but exciting 
prospect for some of the participants, even 
as they learned fi lming strategies and tech-
niques for communicating a story. 

Th e musical is still available to watch at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7GIKr00o7M, 
but staff  at the school encouraged family and 
friends to make a special event of the offi  cial 
launch of the project on June 1. Even without 
the immediacy and personal connections 
of a live performance, the students had the 
chance to show the skills they have gained 
and to demonstrate how much they can 
achieve in diffi  cult times.    

Susan Huebert is a community correspon-
dent for Elmwood. 

Bringing a classic story to life on YouTube
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