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IN BRIEF

POLICE SEEK MAN TIED 
TO DISAPPEARANCE
AN arrest warrant has been issued for a 
34-year-old man who is considered armed 
and dangerous and is 
linked to the disappear-
ance of a St. Clements 
man last week.

Manitoba RCMP say 
Eric Paul Wildman has 
been charged with 
unsafe transportation of 
a firearm and possession 
of a prohibited device 
without a licence, in rela-
tion to the recovery of his 
vehicle on Friday.

“Officers also recovered 
police tactical equip-
ment, police patches and 
other items resembling 
police clothing. It is un-
known if Wildman has any 
additional police related clothing or equip-
ment, RCMP said in a release.

Clifford Joseph, 40, was last seen leaving his 
home on June 7.

Wildman, who is also from St. Clements, 
is known to frequent Winnipeg and was last 
seen on foot in East Kildonan.

POLICE ASK FOR HELP 
IN HOMICIDE CASE
HOMICIDE investigators are looking for a 
woman who might have information about a 
man’s killing last month.

Stuart Bruce Fritzley, 35, of Winnipeg was 
injured in the 800 block of Magnus Avenue 
on the morning of May 25 and died in 
hospital.

The woman is described as Indigenous, in 
her early to mid-20s, wearing a black jacket 
and dark jeans. She was last seen in the area 
of Manitoba Avenue between Sinclair and 
Arlington streets between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. 
on the day of the slaying.

Anyone who can help identify the woman or 
has other relevant information about the case 
is asked to call the Winnipeg Police Service’s 
homicide unit at 204-986-6508 or Crime Stop-
pers at 204-786-TIPS (8477).

CITY COMMITTEE SPEAKS 
OUT AGAINST NUKES
WINNIPEG city council’s human rights 
committee is urging council to take a stand 
against nuclear weapons.

A new motion headed to the executive 
policy committee calls for council to endorse 
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons Cities Appeal. The motion states 
nuclear weapons “are the most dangerous 
weapons on earth and can destroy an entire 
city, potentially killing millions, jeopardizing 
the natural environment and lives of future 
generations through its long-term catas-
trophic effects.”

A
S thousands of anti-Bill 64 signs 
pop up on front yards across the 
province, Manitoba’s education 

minister held a news conference to dis-
miss critics of his government’s contro-
versial reform legislation as politically 
motivated fearmongers.

Education Minister Cliff Cullen 
spoke to the public virtually, from the 
basement of the legislature Monday 
afternoon, to accuse the school boards 
association, the official Opposition, and 
teachers society leadership of running 
misinformation campaigns “to instil 
fear and anxiety in parents and educa-
tors.”

The Education Modernization Act, 
which was unveiled three months ago, 
alongside the K-12 review and five-year 
Better Education Starts Today strat-
egy, will replace elected boards with 
a centralized authority of government 
appointees.

To date, at least five campaigns — 
run by the Manitoba School Boards 
Association, Manitoba Teachers’ Soci-
ety, parents and teachers who make up 
the ProtectEdMB collective, Manitoba 
NDP, and Manitoba Liberals, respec-
tively — have been launched against 
the legislation.

“The groundswell of support has 
caught them off-guard and it’s, frank-
ly, just getting started. His press con-
ference today was excellent in terms 
of the attention that it has drawn to 
the opposition,” said Alan Campbell, 
president of the school boards associa-
tion, a non-partisan entity that started 
the Local Voices, Local Choices move-
ment.

Cullen touts Bill 64 as legislation 
that will empower parents with new 
local school councils and redirect up 
to $40 million to front-line classrooms 
by streamlining administrative costs. 
Critics, however, have raised concerns 
ranging from loss of local democracy 
when trustees are eliminated to the pos-
sibility for partisanship in education 

with political appointments.
Asked twice about whether the min-

ister could name specific associations, 
supporters, or describe the majority of 
people he claims support Bill 64, Cullen 
spoke generally about both proponents 
for the initial K-12 review and hearing 
positive feedback.

When responding to another question 
about why so many parents are raising 
concerns about the bill if it is supposed 
to empower them, Cullen said the point 
of the news conference was to provide 
facts about the province’s five-year 
plan.

He repeatedly appealed to Manito-
bans to do their own research and ana-
lyze the province’s strategy.

Also Monday, Cullen accused the 
teachers union of joining the Manitoba 
Federation of Labour, which has do-
nated to the NDP in the past, and pres-
suring teachers to purchase NDP mem-
berships — which was later disputed by 
MTS president James Bedford.

“What political affiliations you wish 
to have are your business and your 
business alone, and I would say that 
to any member,” said Bedford, adding 
he has no plans to ever join a political 
party.

Opposition parties accused the prov-
ince of ironically spreading misinfor-
mation during the news conference.

The province released a fact-check 
sheet on its plans that includes “sleight 

of hand” and “word play” throughout, 
said NDP Leader Wab Kinew. “Govern-
ment is hearing the critics, but it refus-
es to listen to the concerns.”

Meantime, Dougald Lamont, leader of 
the Manitoba Liberals, spoke to report-
ers about the irony of the Monday con-
ference when provincial officials have 
been dishonest about where the idea to 
abolish school boards came from dating 
to the initial release of Bill 64.

At least 14,700 anti-Bill 64 signs have 
been distributed so far, per data provid-
ed individually by different campaigns 
Monday to the Free Press.

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @macintoshmaggie

Cullen sticks up for education bill
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HEALTH Minister Heather Stefanson 
has still not been given the go ahead by 
her doctor to return to work, a spokes-
man for the government said Monday.

On May 21, members of the legis-
lature press gallery were informed 
that Stefanson on that day was under-
going a necessary medical procedure 
as recommended by the MLA for Tux-
edo’s physician.

“As a result, she will be absent from 
her legislative duties for the remain-
der of the spring sitting while she re-
covers,” director of media relations and 
issues management Blake Robert said 
in an email at the time.

The spring sitting of the legislature 
concluded on June 1.  During Stefan-
son’s absence, deputy premier Kelvin 
Goertzen has served as the acting min-
ister of health and seniors care. There 
was no indication Monday of when she’d 
be able to resume her duties.

“Minister Stefanson continues to 
make good progress in her recovery at 
home,” Robert said Monday. “As indi-
cated when her medical leave was an-
nounced, the timing of her return will 
be based on the advice of her physician. 
The minister looks forward to returning 
to work as soon as her physician advises 
that she is able to do so safely.”

Stefanson’s official Twitter account 
has  remained active, posting updates 
on the province’s COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout and other government informa-
tion almost daily.

Stefanson was sworn in as health and 
seniors care minister  on Jan. 5 when 
Premier Brian Pallister  overhauled 
the front bench of his cabinet.   In the 
shuffle, she replaced Cameron Friesen 
who moved from the health portfolio 
to justice  and attorney general, while 
Cliff Cullen  shifted from justice to 
education, which Goertzen headed. 
Manitoba’s first Black cabinet minister 
— Audrey Gordon — was sworn in as 
minister of mental health, wellness and 
recovery.

— Carol Sanders

Eric Wildman

Clifford Joseph

Health minister 
continues recovery

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Minister dismisses critics, implores Manitobans to do their own research on reform plans

WINNIPEG parents did not hold back 
frank criticism about either Bill 64 or 
the province’s consultation process 
on the controversial education reform 
legislation during an engagement ses-
sion Monday.

Provincial officials and parent en-
gagement task force members listened 
to concerns about everything from the 
abolition of elected trustees to how pov-
erty affects parent participation in K-12 
education during a Zoom event about 
the future of caregiver-run councils.

The hour-long meeting, which drew 
approximately 220 attendees, is among 
the virtual events the province has 
been hosting to gauge feedback on the 
Education Modernization Act, which 
will replace elected school boards with 
a centralized authority of appointees.

“School community councils” — what 

Bill 64 indicates will be created at ev-
ery school and replace current par-
ent advisory councils (PACs) on which 
members will have new advisory pow-
ers to weigh in on budget-making and 
hiring — were the subject of discussion.

“To me, that sounds like a trustee and 
to expect parents to do that for free… 
I do not feel equipped and qualified to 
be part of this type of council,” said one 
attendee, who identified themself as a 
teacher of 20 years.

Current successes of parent councils, 
barriers to school engagement, and sup-
ports required to help councils do their 
job in the future were all discussed.

Throughout the event, participants 
raised questions about the parent en-
gagement officer role, including wheth-
er it is appropriate to call the position 
an “officer,” what its portfolio will be, 

and how much it will cost to have such a 
position at every large school.

On the subject of consultation setup, 
attendees questioned why the chat box 
was disabled (it was enabled in the re-
maining few minutes of the event), how 
all viewpoints could be considered in 
50-plus person breakout groups, and 
why the meeting was rescheduled.

(A spokesperson said it was moved 
from June 22 to Monday because plan-
ners realized it was scheduled a day be-
fore a telephone town hall for Winnipeg 
families on June 23 and only 14 people 
registered for the initial date.)

Two different attendees called the 
event an avenue to drive the province’s 
agenda rather than to do meaningful 
consultation.

“We’re not afraid to share some of 
the concerns that have been brought 

forward. We understand that there is 
some issues — that more clarity around 
school community councils and how 
they differ from PAC is (needed),” said 
Scott Johnston, chairman of the task 
force, PC MLA for St. James and a for-
mer trustee.

Johnston told attendees the task force 
has been hearing concerns about losing 
effective PAC structures, challenges 
about engaging and recruiting parents, 
centralization of education and diluted 
local voice, impacts of larger geograph-
ic regions, and different rural and ur-
ban needs.

The task force is expected to provide 
recommendations to the province by 
August 2021.

— Maggie Macintosh, local journalism initiative 
reporter

Parents question abolishing trustees at virtual meeting
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CLEANING UP THE STREETS
Ashley Daniels picks up garbage around Thunderbird House Monday in a community cleanup organized by Treaty One Nation, Treaty One 
Development Corporation, Swan Lake First Nation and Anishinaabe Bimishimo in Winnipeg.

RUTH BONNEVILLE / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Education Minister Cliff Cullen accused the teachers union of pressuring teachers to buy NDP memberships during a news conference Monday.
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