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PORTAGE AVENUE

Safe & Secure
Senior Living Community

Stay
Active

New 
Friends

Be
Engaged

Great
Food

NOW SCHEDULING 
PERSONAL TOURS

Call to Book Your Visit
SCI - Kari

204.202.1865
SCII - Tania

204.202.1870
Premium Location Suites 

Available for Immediate Occupancy

Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™ PROUDLY CANADIAN

www.allseniorscare.com

RESERVE NOW

to Guarantee Your Choice of Suites

Churur C

Independent
Assisted Living

Providing a Continuum of Care 
and Support to seniors in a 

warm, luxurious environment 
and specializing in secure 

seniors care.
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ESPITE a significant shortfall of 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in early 
July, every Manitoban who cur-

rently has an appointment for the shot 
will get one, and more doses are on the 
way.

Johanu Botha, operations, planning 
and logistics lead for the COVID-19 
vaccine task force, said the team was 
able to shuffle vaccine supply meant 
for pop-up clinics and focused immun-
ization teams in order to keep appoint-
ments at super sites.

“We don’t have to cancel any existing 
Pfizer appointments. So, what we can 
commit to is that every single individ-
ual who has a Pfizer appointment at the 
moment, will have their appointment 
honoured with a Pfizer dose,” Botha 
said Thursday.

“What we can’t do at the current time 
is open up new Pfizer appointments.”

In the first two weeks of July, Mani-
toba will receive 80,000 fewer doses 
of Pfizer, due to supply disruptions. 
The province had booked appoint-
ments for the majority of those doses 
weeks ago.

Botha said the province will be able to 
honour scheduled Pfizer doses thanks 
to Manitobans who have chosen to mix 
mRNA vaccine brands, and get a shot of 
Moderna instead of Pfizer.

“A good number of individuals did 
cancel their appointments and opt for a 
walk-in option for Moderna, or (to) get 
Moderna earlier,” Botha said.

Botha said all of the Pfizer doses allo-
cated to Manitoba will be delivered dur-
ing the final two weeks of July to make 
up the shortfall and will be in addition 
to shipments previously scheduled for 
the end of the month.

In the meantime, Manitoba will be 
awash with doses of the Moderna vac-
cine. A multi-part delivery of 240,500 
doses will be completed this week; an-
other 141,700 touch down next week.

The province will extend hours of 
operation at its two mass vaccination 
clinics in Winnipeg until 10 p.m. to keep 
doses moving; walk-ins are accepted at 
all Manitoba mass vaccine clinics, ex-
cept the RBC Convention Centre.

More than 30,000 doses have also 
been distributed to medical clinics and 
pharmacies to provide to clients. Mean-
while, community-led clinics are up 

and running this week and next.
With the influx of vaccine supply, the 

province will also do away with its eligi-
bility schedule.

As of today all Manitobans will be 
eligible to receive their second dose of 
vaccine. The provincial government 
says first and second shots should be at 
least 28 days apart.

Botha also addressed concerns some 
vaccine records are incomplete and 
said the task force is working to update 
them.

He said approximately three per cent 
of vaccination records are missing the 
information required for fully vaccin-
ated Manitobans to sign up for their 
immunization card or to show proof 
they’ve been immunized.

“It is by no means a systematic wide-
spread problem. It’s one that we will 
fix however,” Botha said. “We’re lever-
aging resources from across govern-
ment and within the task force to do 
this.”

Botha said most affected people were 

immunized out of province, at remote 
or rural clinics, or who did not have a 
personal health information number.

He said the issue is not primarily due 
to data backlogs; in some cases, data 
may have been entered incorrectly or 
was incomplete. A timeline to correct 
the records will be provided soon, he 
said.

“By all accounts, everyone’s data is in 
the system. It’s a matter of cleaning it 
up,” Botha said.

According to provincial projections, 
Manitoba is on track to reach its vac-
cination targets, so long as supply re-
mains steady.

Botha said the province is logging 
enough of an uptick in first-dose book-
ings to be confident all of the gov-
ernment’s reopening targets will be 
reached.

Projections show 70 per cent of eli-
gible Manitobans will be fully vaccin-
ated before the end of July. It will take 
about another month to fully vaccinate 
80 per cent of the population.

As of Thursday, 30.8 per cent of 
Manitobans at least 12 years old have 
been fully vaccinated; 71.9 per cent of 
them have been partially immunized.

danielle.dasilva@freepress.mb.ca

Vaccine shots juggled to handle Pfizer slowdown
DANIELLE DA SILVA U.S. heart data in spotlight

MANITOBA public health officials are monitoring 
for rare cases of heart inflammation following 
COVID-19 vaccination, offering reassurance the risk 
of a COVID-19 infection outweighs possible vaccine 
side-effects.

Dr. Joss Reimer, medical lead for the COVID-19 
vaccine task force, said, so far in Canada, officials 
have not observed an increase in the number of 
myocarditis cases following vaccination.

Myocarditis is inflammation of the heart muscle; 
both the United States and Israel have reported 
increased cases among young people following a 
second dose of mRNA vaccine.

Overall, Reimer said, in Canada, fewer cases of 
myocarditis are being reported among vaccinated 
people than would normally occur in the general 
population.

“The risks of severe illness or even death from 
COVID-19 infection are much higher and much 
more serious than the risks associated with 
myocarditis,” she said Thursday.

New data from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention on rates of myocarditis fol-
lowing a second dose of a COVID-19 mRNA vaccine 
were released Wednesday.

Reimer said the data show the number of cases 
was so small U.S. officials are not sure whether the 
condition is caused by vaccination. If there is a link 
between the condition and being fully immun-
ized, rates are “incredibly low” and cases are mild, 
she said.

“Even if there is a link, the surveillance from 
the U.S. is showing almost every case is mild, is 
treatable with medications like Advil, and resolves 
completely, with no lasting symptoms.”

Given the incidence rate from the U.S., Reimer 
said among Manitoban men aged 18-24, public 
health would expect to see three cases of myocar-
ditis with no lasting symptoms, if each person in 
that group was fully vaccinated.

Among youth aged 12-17 in Manitoba, they 
would expect to see five mild cases, with no last-
ing symptoms, if each one was fully vaccinated.

Reimer said it’s estimated vaccination would 
prevent more than 1,000 COVID-19 infections, 
dozens of hospitalizations and intensive care unit 
admissions in those groups.

Myocarditis is not a new condition, and the 
most common cause are viral infections, including 
COVID-19, she noted.

People who experience sudden onset of chest 
pain, shortness of breath, heart flutters or feel 
they have an unusually fast beating or pounding 
heart, should seek medical attention, Reimer 
said.

— Danielle Da Silva

FAMILIES will learn in August exactly what 
COVID-19-related classroom measures — if any 
— are going to be in place for back-to-school in 
2021-22.

Manitoba’s education minister announced 
Thursday his hope is all students can return to 
school buildings full-time.

“Our goal is that all students will return to in-
person classes full-time this September; however, 
we have asked school divisions to plan for various 
scenarios,” Education Minister Cliff Cullen said 
during an end-of-year news conference.

Cullen said a decision about the upcoming aca-
demic year will be made in consultation with pub-
lic health officials.

For those who are unable to attend in-person 
classes for medical reasons, Manitoba’s remote 
learning support centre will continue to oper-
ate, Cullen said, noting $5 million has been ear-
marked for the hub’s ongoing operations. Other 
restrictions, if any are required, will be revealed 
before Labour Day.

The province previously announced $58 million 
is being set aside to support pandemic expenses, 
wellness initiatives, and recovery learning for 
next year.

Before taking questions at a media availability 
Thursday, the minister gave opening remarks 
about the challenges school staff, students and 
parents navigated this year and the resilience 
everyone involved in educating children showed.

He gave shout-outs to teachers who worked in 
pandemic hot spots to provide in-person learning 
to critical service worker students and members 
of the Class of 2021, who are graduating after a 
school year that was plagued by uncertainty.

“While difficult, there are certainly some posi-
tive lessons learned that can be carried forward. 
Many teachers embraced technology, the out-
doors — and students were better for it,” Cullen 
said, adding Manitoba students were able to learn 
in school for most of the year.

“It was a full Team Manitoba effort that al-
lowed this school year to be different but, at the 
same time, successful.”

Since Sept. 1, there have been 4,592 COVID-19 
cases connected to schools in the province, with 
nearly 80 per cent involving students. The prov-
ince declared a total of six school outbreaks dur-
ing that time.

On the subject of the government’s controver-
sial plans to overhaul public education, Cullen 
spoke Thursday about positive feedback during 
parent engagement sessions and hinted there will 
be more updates on related initiatives in the com-
ing weeks.

He reiterated the importance of the public do-
ing research on Bill 64 (Education Modernization 
Act) and the Better Education Starts Today strat-
egy.

Critics of Bill 64 have raised questions about 
why the province is following through with plans 
to transform public education amid the chaos that 
is the COVID-19 pandemic.

“This summer needs to be about rest and res-
toration for people who have just completely 
given everything they can give to the students of 
this province,” said Alan Campbell, president of 
the Manitoba School Boards Association.

“Unfortunately, so much of this summer is go-
ing to be dedicated to the ongoing fight against 
this legislation.”

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @macintoshmaggie

Decision on back-to-school format 
on hold until August, says minister
MAGGIE MACINTOSH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Youth doses on hold

MANITOBANS between 12 and 17 years old anxious 
to get either their first or second shot of COVID-19 
vaccine will have to wait a while longer.

The COVID-19 vaccine task force said additional 
Pfizer vaccine supply will not arrive in Manitoba 
until mid-July, at the earliest.

Pfizer is the only vaccine currently approved by 
Health Canada for ages 12-17.

Johanu Botha, co-lead for the task force, said the 
province will not be taking Pfizer doses away from 
adults who have signed up for that shot to give to 
youth instead.

There are more than 260,000 Pfizer appoint-
ments planned over the next four weeks.

“We will not take away a Pfizer dose (from) 
someone to whom we have committed a Pfizer 
dose,” Botha said.

However, parents and caregivers with an 
appointment for Pfizer can now transfer their 
appointment to their 12- to 17-year-old child by 
calling the provincial vaccine hotline. They can 
then sign up for a Moderna dose instead, which is 
widely available.

Dr. Joss Reimer, medical lead for the task force, 
said Health Canada is still considering Moderna’s 
application for use age 12-17.

She said a decision from Health Canada is 
expected soon.
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Johanu Botha, co-lead of the vaccine task force, says scheduled Pfizer dose appointments will 
still be honoured as the province faces a 80,000-dose shortfall in the coming weeks.
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Education Minister Cliff Cullen says the province’s goal is for all students to return to in-person classes in September.
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