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Division looks to rally RMs
BY GABRIELLE PICHÉ
STAFF REPORTER

MACDONALD

Red River Valley School Division is calling 

on local governments to fi ght against the 

province’s proposed education reform.

Th e division’s board of trustees sent letters 

to the 13 rural municipalities it covers, 

including Macdonald. Th e trustees asked 

RMs to join them in vocally opposing Bill 64, 

the Education Modernization Act. 

If passed, the act will result in the 

dissolution of school division boards. 

Current school divisions will be grouped 

to form new regions, and a centralized, 

provincially appointed authority will lead the 

education system. Volunteer parent groups 

will replace trustees as local voices.

Trustees from Red River Valley School 

Division have registered to speak against Bill 

64.

“We are asking for your help in ensuring 

our mutual survival,” the board wrote in its 

letter, dated June 8.

It noted the passage of Bill 71, which 

allows for the removal of the province’s 

education property tax. It is unclear how 

Manitoba will replace that funding.

Th e trustees also highlighted Bill 37, 

Th e Planning Amendment and City of 

Winnipeg Charter Amendment Act, which 

mandates Macdonald to follow development 

guidelines created for the Winnipeg 

metropolitan region, among other things.

“We cannot allow Bill 64 to join with Bill 37 

and other measures designed to erode local 

voice and local choice for our communities,” 

the trustees wrote. “We should not stand 

by and allow an opening for the continued 

dissolution of local decision-making 

authority as it aff ects our communities.”

Th e letter states it’s only “a matter of 

time” before there is widespread municipal 

amalgamation and other measures to limit 

local government authority.

Macdonald’s council didn’t come to an 

offi  cial response at its June 22 meeting, 

according to Reeve Brad Erb. However, it 

probably will not be vocal against Bill 64.
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CONNERY’S BERRY FARM
Portage La Prairie

Connery Family, 204-428-3924 or toll free 1-866-299-9512. 24 Acres
Strawberries: Location; Turn South off Trans Canada at Hwy.#13 & drive 
3 kms. to JCT 13 & 331, turn West and drive 16 kms. or turn South at 
Portage overpass towards Southport, drive 3 kms. to JCT with Hwy 331,
turn East and drive 4 kms. U-pick by appointment only. Pre-picked. 
Children Welcome.     conneryfarms.ca/connerys-berries/
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CORMIER’S BERRY PATCH
La Salle, MB www.cormiersberrypatch.com

Darren and Angie Cormier, 204-688-0858. 10 Acres of
Strawberries. Location: La Salle is 7 mins south of Wpg on Hwy
#330. Turn east (left) after the bridge once in La Salle on PR #247.
Berry Patch is 1 mile east of town on the north side of the road.
Watch for the signs. Please call before you come to ensure we
are open. U-pick. Children welcome. 
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Connery’s
Berry Farm
204-428-3924

24 ACRES OF 
STRAWBERRIES

   Kids Welcome

@ConnerysBerries

www.ConneryFarms.ca

The Berries 
Are Here!
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“Our response, we believe, is being 

handled through our provincial lobby asso-
ciation, AMM (the Association of Manitoba 
Municipalities),” Erb said. “We’re relying on 
them to be our voice in that matter.”

He said the RM would have a greater role 
in opposing the act if it threatened elected 
offi  cials’ decision-making.

“It’s really a provincial lobby group matter 
and a school division matter,” he said.

Th e Manitoba School Boards Associa-
tion directed school trustees to engage local 
municipalities in talks about Bill 64, accord-
ing to Charlene Geiler, the chair of RRVSD’s 
board of trustees.

“Th ey understand local decision making,” 
she said.

And, the more resistance to the act, the 
less likely it is to pass, she added.

Both the village of St-Pierre-Jolys and 
the rural municipality of Grahamdale have 
passed resolutions to openly oppose Bill 64, 
Geiler said. Grahamdale sent a letter to the 
education minister.   

Th e AMM presented to the Manitoba 
Commission on K-12 Education about local 
voices making local choices in 2019, accord-
ing to an AMM spokesperson.

“Recently, the AMM met with the Min-
ister of Education who assured us that the 
proposed legislation is aimed at improving 
educational outcomes for students,” the 
spokesperson said in a written statement.

“Th e AMM also understands that there 
are diff erent opinions on Bill 64 among our 
members and we are continuing to monitor 
the discussion,” the spokesperson said.

A provincial education authority could be 
established by November. 

Fighting Bill 64

Photo by Gabrielle Piché 

Red River Valley School Division is calling on RMs to vocally oppose Bill 64, the Education 
Modernization Act.
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HEALTH
Here’s to a great summer!

BY GREG PINETTE
DENTURIST

Summer has fi nally arrived and here at 
Winnipeg Denture, we are excited to soak
it up. We have been incredibly fortunate to 
have had a very busy year, despite being in
the COVID-19 pandemic, and look forward
to some time with our families enjoying 
another beautiful Manitoba summer.

Word of mouth referrals, as well as those 
from dentists and dental specialists continue
to grow, and we are excited to serve more 
members of the community.

We continue to operate with all COVID-19
precautions in place, and are encouraged
by the decreasing COVID-19 case counts in 
Manitoba, as well as the increasing levels of
vaccination.

In fact, you may even see my wife, Audrey, 

at the vaccination supersites as she works
alongside many dedicated professionals to 
ensure effi  cient vaccine delivery in Mani-
toba.

As I write this, our kids are celebrating 
their fi rst offi  cial day of summer break; we 
are excited to take a step back from remote 
learning and spend more time outdoors, and
away from computer screens. As a family we 
love to walk to the nearby farmer’s market,
ride our bikes, wander around Th e Forks and
walk the Bunn’s Creek trail.

We are hopeful that all Manitobans will be
able to enjoy quality time with friends and 
family this summer, and in order for us to 
do so also, we will be closed for two weeks
to give our staff some much needed rest and
relaxation.

We will be closed from July 12 to 16 and 
again from August 2 to 6. We look forward to 
helping you with all of your dentures needs,
perhaps with a bit of a tan, when we return
from our holidays.

May you have a happy and safe summer!

GREG PINETTE
DENTURIST

204-306-9055 / 755 Henderson Hwy.
www.winnipegdenture.ca  / info@winnipegdenture.ca

20 years experience
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