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Let Wiens debate Cullen
Re: Bill 64: a rock and a hard place (Opinion, July 28)

Strange how when Education Minister Cliff 
Cullen was asked in June if he had any guide-
lines for how schools should handle their gradu-
ation ceremonies, he said he would defer to the 
expertise of educators, and yet, when faced with 
destroying our educational system as we know it, 
he ignores the knowledgeable recommendations 
of educational experts like professor emeritus 
and opinion columnist John Wiens.

A modest proposal for Cullen would be that he 
debate Wiens, if the professor is willing, in an 
open forum, so that Manitobans could see the 
pedagogical justifications for Cullen’s policies. 
Cullen would likely never accept such a proposal; 
his government refuses to stand up to scrutiny. 

Thank goodness for the investigative reporting 
of the Free Press and the many expert opinions it 
has published.

ALAN DINSON
Winnipeg

Seniors deserve quality care
Re: Public wants overhaul of long-term care 
homes, survey fi nds (July 26)

Laurie Cerqueti, CEO of the Saul and Claribel 
Simkin Centre Personal Care Home, said that 
what is needed is more health-care workers of 
various categories. Her response is rather sim-
plistic. It looks only at quantity, with no mention 
of quality.

I have a close relative in hospital. There has 
been a failure of competency on the part of some 
of her care providers which could have resulted 
in serious consequences for her.

The problem with the care of elders in our 
province is not just about personal care homes. It 
is about how the whole system treats elders in all 
settings. We need a system that demands quality 
and competency in its workers. We need people in 
top positions who are more than number-crunch-
ers. We need visionaries who think elders deserve 
not only more care but competent, quality care.

Until then, elders are at high risk of another 
scenario such as what happened at a number of 
personal care homes during the pandemic.

ARIEL LEE
Winnipeg
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Arms deal casts Canada in unfavourable light
T

HE Canadian government has an appallingly 
short memory.

At least it does when it comes to Saudi 
Arabia’s brutal 2018 murder of U.S.-based
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, a former friend and
adviser to the Saudi royal family who became a
vocal critic of the kingdom.

After falling out of favour, Mr. Khashoggi went
into self-imposed exile in the U.S. in 2017 and
wrote monthly columns for the Washington Post
in which he criticized Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, the son of King Salman and Saudi 
Arabia’s de facto ruler.

On Oct. 2, 2018, Mr. Khashoggi walked into 
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul and was never 
seen alive again. He had gone to the consulate to
pick up documents needed for his wedding. Once 
inside, he died at the hands of more than a dozen
Saudi security and intelligence officials and oth-
ers who had assembled ahead of his arrival.

A Turkish bug planted at the consulate cap-
tured the sound of a forensic saw, operated by a
Saudi colonel who was also a forensics expert, dis-
membering Mr. Khashoggi’s body within an hour 
of his entering the building. The whereabouts of
his remains is still unknown.

Publicly aghast at the killing, Ottawa an-

nounced it was reviewing existing arms sales and
would not approve new exports to the kingdom in 
the interim. In April, 2020, that moratorium on 
arms exports was lifted.

The shortness of the government’s memory 
— despite its condemnation of a murder that
sparked outrage around the world — was re-
vealed last week in a front-page story in the Globe 
and Mail stating that Ottawa last year approved
a deal involving Canadian business connections
for the sale of $73.9 million of weapons to Saudi 
Arabia.

Global Affairs confirmed in a report that Ottawa 
issued a brokering permit — as required by federal 
law — to a Canadian, or Canadian company, that
sold explosives originating in France to the Saudis, 
one of the main combatants in a war in neighbour-
ing Yemen, a conflict that has reportedly claimed
almost a quarter-million lives since 2015.

Ignoring calls from human-rights groups to
halt such transactions, Canada has a long history 
of supplying weapons to the Saudis. The kingdom, 
which has one of the worst human-rights records 
in the world, remains second only to the U.S. as 
the top export destination for Canadian-made 
military goods.

Setting aside the likelihood arms from this 

latest transaction will fuel the war in Yemen, it 
should also be remembered that a civil lawsuit
filed in the U.S. in 2020 accused the crown prince 
of sending a hit squad to Canada to hunt down and
kill a former top intelligence officer now living in 
this country.

It is shameful to think Canada is taking part in 
a shady business that typically involves millions 
of dollars exchanged between massive companies 
in relatively peaceful countries and combatants
in war-torn nations.

The anger over Mr. Khashoggi’s murder offered 
hope that, for once, the Saudi leadership had been 
put on notice that it would no longer be business 
as usual, where deals involving arms, money and
(indirectly) oil could no longer be viewed through
the lens of acceptable moral compromise.

Deals with a political devil tarnish Canada’s 
reputation as a peace-maker. No democratic nation
should compromise its standards of decency simply 
to profit from, and appease, one of the world’s most 
ruthless regimes. Cash must not trump concerns
for human carnage and human rights.

As this latest multi-million-dollar weapons deal 
reveals, however, memories and outrage fade, but
the seductive allure of money and oil apparently
lasts forever.

EDITORIAL

HASAN JAMALI, FILE / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi was murdered in 2018.
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