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Beyond ‘Perimeteritis’
Re: When trustees disappear, who will notice?
(Opinion, July 19)

Rural Manitobans will notice. As with many 
education reforms over the years — curriculum 
changes, mandated courses such as Grade 11 and 
12 physical education, cuts to fine-arts funding, 
and moving resources to online platforms — little 
or no consideration is given to rural schools and 
how they will pay for these programs.

Education reform in Manitoba has had a deplor-
able case of “Perimeteritis” for decades. The edu-
cation department routinely fails to consider the 
costs associated with these changes and, without 
local school boards and trustees, these regions 
will lose the limited voices they have.

While Winnipeggers may not know who their 
trustees are, in many rural communities people 
don’t just know who their trustees are, we interact 
with them all the time. They are our neighbours 
and we talk to them at the store, the local coffee 
shop, the rink and church. They are always happy 
to listen to our concerns. How do I know? Because 
we re-elect them, even when they must raise taxes 
to support programs and student needs.

Trustees in rural Manitoba are exactly that 
— the custodians of public education who are 
entrusted with the fiduciary responsibility of 
administering programming, busing and build-
ings, always working in the best interests of all 
students by listening to their communities. Bill 
64 will eliminate the only treatment available 
for “Perimeteritis,” a scourge that has plagued 
Manitoba for decades. Public education in rural 
Manitoba will suffer without our elected trustees.

GAILENE GLANFIELD
Gillam
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A small stride on the long skate to progress
I

T was a courageous step by a young hockey 
player, but it also revealed just how far Can-
ada’s national game must travel on the long, 

winding road to inclusivity.
Elite NHL prospect Luke Prokop, a 19-year-old 

defenceman, made headlines and history last
week when he publicly came out as gay, becoming
the first player under National Hockey League
contract to do so.

It marked a significant moment for a sport with 
a history of stigmatizing homosexuality on the
ice and in the locker room. The native of Edmon-
ton, who was selected by the Nashville Predators 
in the third round of the 2020 NHL draft, made
his announcement on Instagram.

“It has been quite the journey to get to this 
point in my life, but I could not be happier with 
my decision to come out,” Mr. Prokop wrote. 
“From a young age I have dreamed of being an 
NHL player, and I believe that living my authen-
tic life will allow me to bring my whole self to
the rink and improve my chances of fulfilling my
dreams.”

But the NHL hopeful also acknowledged the
importance of being a role model for other LG-
BTTQ+ athletes with dreams of turning pro. “I 

would rather play one game or two games in the
NHL and create a lasting difference or a lasting
change — have some sort of impact on the game
that goes beyond the ice,” he told sportsnet.ca.

His decision could not have come at a more op-
portune time. In 2021, members of the LGBTTQ+ 
community continue to be physically and verbally
assaulted, and denied some basic human rights, 
simply because of their sexual orientation. And
while hockey has shown some leadership in sup-
porting the LGBTTQ+ community, it remains
a sad fact that not a single player in the NHL’s 
104-year existence has ever come out publicly as 
gay — not even in retirement.

Based on population statistics alone, there
are now and always have been gay players in 
the NHL, but a culture of toxic masculinity —
evidenced in part by homophobic slurs far too 
frequently flung by fans and players — has 
long proved a barrier to inclusivity and accep-
tance.

To its credit, the NHL is the only major pro 
sports league in the world in which every team 
hosts a Pride Night, wherein players wrap their 
sticks in rainbow tape as a symbolic show of soli-
darity. And Mr. Prokop’s declaration prompted

an immediate flood of support from players and
league officials.

“Our message as a team (is that) we’re obvi-
ously very supportive of him. We just reached out
and told him (we’ll help with) whatever he needs 
and that we’re proud of him,” Nashville captain 
Roman Josi told NHL.com.

Such declarations of support are encouraging, 
but the culture of hockey is notoriously slow to 
change.

Everyone connected with a game that is 
intertwined with the fabric of Canadian culture
should hope Mr. Prokop’s public declaration will 
give other young players the strength and resolve
to speak openly and confidently in a way that
will further break down barriers. While official 
expressions of support are vitally important, the
real test will be how Mr. Prokop — if, as expect-
ed, he goes on to a full NHL career — is treated
when the puck drops on the ice.

If his trips into the corner are punctuated 
merely by flying elbows, high sticks and garden-
variety hockey insults — rather than homophobic
slurs — from opposing players and fans on the
other side of the glass, that will be a sign real 
progress has been made.
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NHL prospect Luke Prokop
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