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Treat teachers fairly
Re: Teacher opposed to strike (Letters, June 14)
Letter writer Gailene Glanfield correctly iden-

tifies some of the many ways teachers provide 
for their students: “extracurricular programs, 
supporting breakfast/lunch programs, purchas-
ing supplies and providing snacks” and that they 
also function as: “parent, social worker, nurse, 

counsellor and advocate.”
She indicates that teacher strikes would take all 

of that away and are not a solution. At this point 
I was expecting a concluding sentence such that, 
given all of the above, please employers (provin-
cial government and school divisions), please deal 
fairly and honourably with Manitoba teachers on 
their conditions of work, and as you conduct con-
tract negotiations. But I was disappointed, there 
was no such heartfelt plea to the employer.

SIG LASER
Winnipeg

Thoughts on Bill 64
Common sense tells us that one regional direc-

tor of education responsible for 9,000 students, 
while another is responsible for 100,000, is ineq-
uitable.

Common sense tells us that replacing locally 
elected representatives with government appoin-
tees undermines democracy and silences local 
voices.

Common sense tells us that people who have 
knowledge and experience in teaching and 

learning should be the decision-makers regard-
ing schools, not government appointees who are 
directed to take more interest in budgets than 
children.

Common sense tells us that parents of school-
aged children do not have the time or experience 
to oversee curriculum, staffing and budgets of 
their children’s schools.

Common sense tells us that wealth and privi-
lege are built into the education modernization 
act.

Common sense tells us that the changes com-
ing to education through this bill will not benefit 
children or learning.

Where is the common sense in Bill 64, Premier 
Brian Pallister, Education Minister Cliff Cullen 
and Manitoba PCs?

CINDY BURKETT
Winnipeg
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Pushback against China grows stronger
L

EADERS of the top industrial nations, meet-
ing on the weekend at an English beach 
resort, drew political heavyweights into 

their coalition to push back against China’s grow-
ing world power. This has probably strengthened 
Canada’s hand in telling China to release the
Canadian hostages now languishing in Chinese
prisons.

At the urging of U.S. President Joe Biden, Brit-
ish Prime Minister Boris Johnson, chairing the
G7 this year, invited India, South Africa, South 
Korea and Australia to sit along with Canada, the
European Union and the rest of the seven regular 
members of the group. This enlarged group pro-
duced a text they called Open Societies Statement
which, though it never named China, was clearly 
aimed against the repressive Communist dictator-
ship and its growing assertiveness on the world 
stage.

Canada has been conducting its own diplo-
matic efforts to line up support for its demand
that China release Michael Spavor and Michael 
Kovrig, imprisoned in China for the last two and a
half years in retaliation for Canada’s detention of
Huawei Technologies executive Meng Wanzhou.
Ms. Meng was arrested in Vancouver on Dec. 1, 
2018 at the request of the U.S. government to face 

fraud charges in the U.S.
Canada in February issued a statement

denouncing the use of arbitrary detention in 
state-to-state relations, signed eventually by 60 
governments and clearly aimed against China’s 
hostage-taking and similar conduct by other 
governments. The statement was supported by 
European democracies but lacked signatures
from heavy hitters among developing nations.

The Open Societies Statement from the Carbis 
Bay meeting, however, fills that gap. The state-
ment spells out the values of liberal democracies 
including human rights, fair elections, social 
inclusion, freedom of expression and the rule of
law. It also warns against authoritarianism, elec-
toral interference, corruption, economic coercion, 
manipulation of information and a long list of
other evils.

Coming to Canada’s point, the statement com-
mits the signatories to exchange information and
co-ordinate effective responses to disinformation, 
arbitrary detention and other threats to human 
rights.

The general effect of this statement is to show
China it is increasingly isolated politically and
diplomatically in Africa and in the Asia-Pacific 

region, where it has been using its financial 
muscle and some military displays to assemble
a group of client states dependent on Chinese
support.

The specific effect, of interest to Canada, is 
that China’s use of arbitrary detention is part of
the pattern of conduct that worries its regional 
neighbours and has now sparked creation of a 
formal coalition to uphold open-society values. 
This should help persuade China that hostage-
taking has given it a bad reputation that weakens
its position in the region and in the world at large.

If China is alert to which way the wind is blow-
ing, it should now recognize that it has lost this 
round and should quit before the damage gets
worse. It has not coerced Canada into disregard-
ing its treaty obligations to the United States. It
has not made Canada send Meng Wanzhou back 
home to China. It has, however, provoked the
top industrial nations and four major powers of
Africa and the Asia-Pacific region to form a stop-
China coalition.

Sounds like a good moment to throw in the
towel. Let the two Michaels go home and make
a fresh start at winning friends and influencing
people without taking hostages.

EDITORIAL
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Canadians Michael Kovrig and Michael Spavor have been 
detained in China since December, 2018.
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