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Debating Bill 64 
Re: Parents question abolishing trustees at vir-
tual meeting (June 15)

Parents are right to question the wisdom of 
replacing school trustees with “school community 
councils” and expecting volunteers to take on the 
onerous task of budget setting, hiring, etc.

Manitoba’s 694 licensed child care centres are 
required by regulation to have a volunteer board 
of directors or management committee and they 
are constantly challenged to find and retain 
enough volunteers with the knowledge, ability and 
free time to fulfil their responsibilities and to also 
provide orientation, ongoing training, support for 
policy and curriculum development, and manage 
interpersonal conflicts between volunteers and 
employees.

PAT WEGE
East St. Paul

Re: Cullen sticks up for education bill (June 15)
Education Minister Cliff Cullen continues to 

promote the fiction that the government can find 
$40 million in savings by throwing school trust-
ees and teachers under the government-run bus.

No jurisdiction has been able to prove that it 
saved money, or improved educational outcomes, 
by taking over every aspect of education. The 
government could have saved taxpayers more 
than $40 million and kept our respected, local 
educational leadership intact.

How, you ask? This morning I went to pay my 
MPIC car insurance online, but I needed to make 
a small change. The basic insurance deductible 
had gone up to $750 and I was being charged an 
additional $46 premium.

When I called MPIC, I was told that I would 
have to go to a broker to change the policy. But 
it is an MPIC policy and I wanted the MPIC 
representative to explain why an independent 
broker was needed to change the policy I held 
with MPIC.

Of course, the government had already chosen 
to protect the interests of insurance brokers and 
let them keep their fees for doing nothing. If the 
government wants to “save” taxpayers’ money, 
they can save $80 million by letting policy holders 
access MPIC services and payments on-line.

Doing so would save taxpayers double the 
money the government claims it can save by 
dismantling the education system.

JERRY STORIE
Winnipeg

As opposed to the minister of education’s sug-
gestion that the stance against Bill 64 is the result 
of a vocal minority, I would suggest that at issue 
here is the “silent minority”: the Progressive 
Conservative MLAs.

Why is it that these elected officials have no 
voice? The minister of health, and the interim 
minister of health, have rarely spoken during this 
pandemic health crisis! I would suggest many 
Manitobans would be hard-pressed to name even 
a half-dozen of the remaining MLAs.

Our elected representatives are quite content 
to stand behind their leader, quite happy to let 
him offend Manitobans on a regular basis, to put 
our health and education systems at risk. Well, 
it is clear to the rest of us that the emperor — or 
rather, premier — has no clothes. Let us all com-
mit to writing our MLAs and encourage them to 
speak up, to represent us. Remind them that to 
speak out against this premier will offer a much 
better view for all of us!

IRENE NORDHEIM
Winnipeg

The discussion about Bill 64 illustrates a great 
loss in Manitoba politics. When I worked for Win-
nipeg School Division, Manitoba Education and 
the Manitoba Council for Leadership in Educa-
tion, collaborative leadership and decision-mak-
ing was valued. Today, that seems sadly lacking.

In those days, a common question at the edu-

cational policy-making table was: “What do our 
partner organizations think?” School trustees, 
superintendents, teachers (including principals), 
parents and others were respectfully consulted 
and considered.

In 2005, Bill 13 — the “Appropriate Education 
Amendment” — was passed unanimously by the 
legislature and welcomed by the educational 
partner organizations. Compare that to Bill 64 
today. Despite Education Minister Cliff Cullen’s 
protestations, this generational legislation is not 
passing the “sniff test” for educational organiza-
tions or much of the general public.

Significant change in our educational system 
should never be driven by the ideology of one 
party. It should achieve consensus about what 
Manitobans want. Cullen should acknowledge 
the real pushback against Bill 64 and commit 
to consensus-building. His party was elected to 
govern for all of us.

JOHN VANWALLEGHEM
Winnipeg
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Golfing gaffe exposes rot at the top
A

FTER being asked why he did so many
stupid things, actor Tom Hanks’ iconic
character Forrest Gump said, “stupid is

as stupid does.” Those are words of wisdom that
have apparently not yet registered among the sen-
ior ranks of the Canadian Armed Forces.

This week, the second-highest ranking officer 
in the CAF, Lt.-Gen. Mike Rouleau, was forced to
resign his post as vice-chief of the defence staff
after it was learned he golfed with retired gen-
eral Jonathan Vance, who is currently under
investigation for sexual misconduct.

Once it was revealed he and Vice-Admiral 
Craig Baines, the commander of the Royal Navy, 
had golfed with Mr. Vance in Ottawa on June
2, Lt.-Gen. Rouleau stepped aside, acknowledg-
ing his actions “intensified recent events and
contributed to further erosion of trust” in the 
Forces. Vice-Admiral Baines issued a statement
of apology for sending “the wrong signal as to my
commitment to lead in resolving our systemic cul-
tural and misconduct issues.” He has not resigned 
his post but is taking “a few days of personal 

leave.”
To date, Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan has not 

taken direct action to deal with his senior officers.
That should, and must, change soon.

The two senior officers who met with Mr. Vance 
have acknowledged their mistake, but that does not 
mitigate the damage this incident has done given
the details of the allegations he is now facing.

In April, Maj. Kellie Brennan, an army staff of-
ficer, told a parliamentary committee Mr. Vance 
had fathered, but does not support, two of her 
three children. In justifying his clearly inappro-
priate relationship with a lower-ranking officer, 
Maj. Brennan said Mr. Vance bragged about be-
ing “untouchable” and how he had Minister Sajjan 
totally under his control.

Lt.-Gen. Rouleau, among his many duties, is the
senior officer in charge of military police, who 
are directly involved in investigating the allega-
tions made by Maj. Brennan, and from another 
woman who claimed she was sexually harassed 
by Mr. Vance in 2012.

The allegations against Mr. Vance have not

yet been proven in a court and he has denied
everything. Even so, it is not a stretch to say
Vice-Admiral Baines, and more directly, Lt.-Gen. 
Rouleau, have perverted the course of justice in 
this matter. That not only raises questions about 
the Force’s ability to police and investigate itself, 
but also about whether their actions will force 
others with similar allegations to abandon all 
hope of justice.

Simply put, the actions by the two senior of-
ficers suggest they are more concerned about the
welfare of Mr. Vance than they are of the victims
of his alleged misconduct. In this context, that is 
a dereliction of leadership accountability.

As noted, the issue is now squarely in the court 
of Mr. Sajjan, who must make very difficult deci-
sions about how to deal with two senior officers
and somehow restore faith in all ranks of the
military that Canada is doing everything it can 
to deal with what is clearly a rampant culture of 
misogyny. 

Stupid may be as stupid does, but stupid must
also come with consequences.

EDITORIAL

CANADIAN PRESS 

Lt.-Gen. Mike Rouleau has resigned as vice-chief of the 
defence staff.
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