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Bill fair game for student discussion 
Re: Reform bill offers teachable moment (May 
27) and Steinbach school issues gag order to
teachers (May 26)

Oh, if only the perpetrators of Bill 64 were not 
impervious to teachable moments. The minister 
of education ought to know better than to equate 
the high school unit on democracy exploring Bill 
64 with partisan politics.

The Windsor Park Collegiate teachers are to be 
applauded for bringing the study of democracy 
to life by encouraging students to research, think 
critically, analyze media reports, interview stake-
holders and influencers, seek details, data, proof 
of claims and ask questions of elected officials 
before crystalizing their own thinking. These are 
called 21st-century skills.

Shame on Education Minister Cliff Cullen and 
his conservative henchmen.

And shame on the cowardly administrators 
in Steinbach who gagged their teachers regard-
ing COVID-19 vaccine consent.

The outdated idea that students should sit pas-
sively and obediently accept “safe” content bereft 
of immediacy or relevance is anti-democratic. 
Underestimate and insult the citizens of tomor-
row at your peril.

ARPENA BABAIAN
Winnipeg

It’s heartening to read about students and staff 
at Windsor Park Collegiate sharing their plans to 
examine the proposed Bill 64 legislation that is 
intended to restructure public schools. I extend 
congratulations to the teachers and students for 
bringing a topic to life in a way that engages 
learners and involves members from community 
at large.

Although it’s regrettable that no one from the 
Progressive Conservative government is willing 
to speak to students, it’s not surprising. What is 
more surprising is the comment from the minis-
ter of education, Cliff Cullen. “We don’t think — I 

think many parents would agree — that the class-
room is an appropriate place to discuss govern-
ment policy and specific proposed legislation…”

The minister must not have read his own 
department’s document. In perusing the BEST 
document on the government’s website, one of the 
four pillars of the initiative is called Future Ready 
Students. In preparing students for the future, the 
plan includes provisions to “engage students and 
build competencies for lifelong success.”

I humbly suggest that Cullen examine the BEST 
plan to reacquaint himself with the tenets of his 
own government’s project to transform education 
in Manitoba.

Fortunately the students appear to have raised 
some very worthy questions for discussion of the 
proposed legislation. They appear engaged and 
have a right as future voters to learn the basic 
skills of citizenship and to question elected of-
ficials about legislation.

The minister’s suggestion that students could 
voice their concerns through a student advisory 
council is risible. Like the “Engage” consulta-
tions that the government uses to provide an 
outlet for the public to respond to questions on 
various initiatives, the student advisory council 
would provide the illusion of participation with 
no obligation that the cabinet would be bound to 
consider or heed the feedback provided.

Cullen should consent to speak with the stu-
dents. In refusing to do so, he only adds to the 
growing concern over the provisions of Bill 64.

DONALD TEEL
Winnipeg

Education Minister Cliff Cullen’s response to 
the learning activity at Windsor Park Collegiate 
is indicative of this government’s lack of under-
standing regarding teaching practice, authentic 
learning activities and the purpose of public 
education. The teachers at Windsor Park crafted 
a learning experience that is relevant, of high in-
terest and fosters critical thinking practices. Our 

education minister has dismissed the learning 
activity and student effort as being “partisan poli-
tics” while Progressive Conservatives declined to 
provide students with their rationale and defence 
of the contentious education reform Bill 64.

Not only does the minister’s opinion reveal a tre-
mendous lack of understanding regarding quality 
learning experiences, it provides Manitobans with 
a clear understanding of the government’s stance 
on education and their notion of education reform; 
cultivate students who blindly follow, accept direc-
tion without question and concentrate on matters 
the government deems relevant.

That is not the modernization of education. 
That is truly partisan politics. And our children 
deserve much better than that antiquated notion 
of public education.

KEITH MORRISON
Winnipeg
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In Manitoba, we’re dreaming of a plan
B

RITISH Columbia has a plan. Saskatchewan 
has a plan. Even Alberta, which until very 
recently was Canada’s COVID-19 quagmire, 

has a plan.
All three Western provinces are among the

Canadian jurisdictions that have unveiled de-
tailed blueprints for the staged reopening of their 
economies and a return this summer to some-
thing resembling normal life.

Manitoba, it seems, has but a wish.
The plans announced here this week by govern-

ment and health-care officials relate not to re-
opening, but instead to the transport of critically
ill COVID-19 patients to intensive-care facilities
in other provinces, owing to ICUs in this seem-
ingly unprepared province having been over-
whelmed by the third coronavirus wave.

To paraphrase a catchy song from a popular 
kids’ TV show, one of these provinces is not like
the others.

Alberta Premier Jason Kenney on Wednesday
unveiled an ambitious plan that could see an 
almost-complete lifting of COVID-19 restrictions 
by late June or early July, stating his province 
“hasn’t just stopped the spike (in cases), but 
crushed it.” Alberta’s hospitals remain under
pressure, but key indicators such as active cases 
and ICU admissions are trending sufficiently
downward for Mr. Kenney to move forward with 

a reopening plan that will kick in on June 1.
Meanwhile, Premier Scott Moe announced on 

Monday that even before Step 1 of Saskatche-
wan’s plan comes officially into effect on May 30, 
the province has met the vaccination-threshold 
criteria (70 per cent of those aged 30 and older) 
that will allow it to move to Step 2 on June 20. 
The first stage of B.C.’s reopening plan came into 
effect on Tuesday, with a second stage proposed 
for June 15 or later and a forecast full “return to
normal” by sometime in September.

Earlier this week, a group of Manitoba physi-
cians called on the province to impose tighter 
restrictions, including the temporary closure of 
non-essential businesses and what effectively 
amounts to a full stay-at-home order for most of the
population, in order to stem the current surge that
has overwhelmed health-care facilities with COV-
ID-19 patients and created delays, anguish and the
potential for catastrophic outcomes for Manitobans 
suffering from non-COVID-19-related ailments.

One could safely assume that somewhere in the
province of Manitoba’s pandemic-response play-
book resides a collection of pages that lay out the
strategy for this province’s methodically staged
relaxation of restrictions on the way to a return 
to as full a normal as can be contemplated in a
world in which COVID-19 becomes a manageable
endemic concern rather than an out-of-control 

pandemic scourge.
Premier Brian Pallister was asked on Thursday

whether Manitobans can expect reopenings this 
summer. He said he hopes to offer information on 
this matter “in the next few days”, but he stressed
the government’s current focus is on maintain-
ing and enforcing lockdown restrictions. In other 
words, to borrow an oft-repeated phrase from
the chief provincial public health officer, “now is 
not the time” for such optimistic contemplations 
in Manitoba. There are more pressing concerns 
to be addressed before brighter futures can be 
reasonably discussed.

The good news, such as it is, is that Manitoba’s 
new-case count on Thursday was “only” 295 and 
Winnipeg’s test-positivity rate had “declined” 
to 14 per cent. While those figures remain far 
beyond what would have been considered calami-
tous in earlier, more controlled stages of the pan-
demic, they do represent a downward trend from
last week’s mind-bogglingly negative numbers.

As vaccination rates continue to rise and
second-dose appointments become available to 
the broader population, there will soon be a time
to discuss something as loftily aspirational as 
Manitoba’s reopening plan. Such an occasion 
might also be an opportune moment for announc-
ing a serious investigation to determine how and
why this province was so unlike the others.

EDITORIAL

JASON FRANSON / THE CANADIAN PRESS FILES

Alberta Premier Jason Kenney 

Published since 1872 on Treaty 1 territory and the homeland of the Métis

A_06_May-28-21_FP_01.indd A6 2021-05-27 4:46 PM


