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Education power grab feared
Re: Bill 64: a rock and a hard place (Opinion, July 
28)

John Wiens compares historic instances of 
appeasement and collaboration with the choice 
facing school board trustees, superintendents, 
parents and staff who work in the soon-to-be-abol-
ished school divisions of Manitoba. Commitment 
to the enterprise of educating future genera-
tions should be recognized and respected. Bill 64 
cloaks the enormous shift from democratically 

elected representatives to hand-picked members 
of largely faceless authorities who will be tasked 
with whatever directives emanate from the min-
ister and their mandarins of the day.

If the current opaque style of communica-
tions from the province in a number of domains 
is any indication, the outcomes released on the 
performance of the new management structure 
will be very difficult to judge. Like the town hall 
consultations organized to provide the illusion of 
listening to concerns about a very vague plan, I 
fear that the exercise will result in nothing be-
yond an enormous power-grab for an authoritar-
ian provincial regime.

If student outcomes on standardized tests 
appear to improve, the press releases will be plen-
tiful. The plan will be credited for the miracle. If 
not, expect the same level of bafflegab on display 
when elected or appointed officials have to an-
swer questions at a press conference. Even more 
predictable, expect distancing and denial from 
the premier and his minions if they are proven to 
have provided false or misleading comment on 
the merits of their project.

Will this boondoggle manage to hide itself be-
hind an unsophisticated move to decrease support 
to public schools, eliminate a competing level of 
elected authority and do some union-busting at 
the same time? As Wiens so aptly illustrates, it 
will be much more easily accomplished with ap-
peasement from within the system.

DONALD TEEL
Winnipeg

The true goal of Bill 64
Re: School bill assailed by council (July 23)

I never thought I would have occasion to say 
this, but hooray for Winnipeg city council. Vot-
ing 11-4 to tell the provincial Conservatives to 
withdraw Bill 64 in its entirety is a bold, clear 
message that even the most dyed-in-the-wool 
Tory will hear.

As a former chairperson of both an elementary 
(K-8) school parent council and a high school 
parent council, I would point out that finding 
volunteers to participate in these advisory bodies 
is usually difficult and sometimes impossible. 
Parents are busy people who count on the school 
system to function primarily as a custodial 
institution taking care of and educating their 
children while they earn enough to provide for 
their family’s needs and wants. They believe that 
the schools will look after their children and keep 
them safe while providing a good basic education.

Parent councils, where they exist and function, 
are kept busy with fundraising activities and ar-
ranging for social events for the school commu-
nity. The fundraising is to provide materials and 
experiences for their children that are beyond the 
available school budgets. The social events are to 
develop a sense of community for the school so 
that both adults and students have opportunities 
to meet and get to know one another. One other 
activity that parent councils get involved with is 
finding ways to recognize the achievements of 
students and the excellence of the teaching staff.

Bill 64 asks much more of parent volunteers. 
Without going into the details of the 377 pages, 
this government is assuming that parent volun-
teers will deal with virtually all aspects of school 
management from staffing to budgeting and 
setting curriculum. Of course, the default is that, 
if parent councils cannot manage this workload, 
then unelected government employees will make 
all of the relevant decisions.

That is the ultimate goal of Bill 64. Instead of 
having elected school boards making decisions 
that determine the nature of our public schools, 
we will have an education system that bows to the 
whims of whatever group is in power on Broad-
way.

ROGER BANISTER
Winnipeg
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Home-care sector requires overhaul
R

ELUCTANCE. Fear. Dread. 
When those are the emotions that under-

pin consideration of a significant life choice, 
it’s an obvious signal that the available options
do not meet the needs of the individual facing the
decision.

And yet these are the reactions of many Cana-
dians when surveyed about the current state of
long-term elder care and the prospect of being
placed, or having a loved one placed, in a care
home in this country.

Nearly half (47 per cent) of the respondents 
to an Angus Reid survey, whose results were 
released last week, said they would do everything
in their power to avoid having themselves or a
relative/loved one placed in a long-term care
home. And nearly as many (44 per cent) said they 
“dread” the thought of living in long-term care.

The numbers are alarming, but hardly surpris-
ing given the carnage that occurred in Canada’s 
long-term care sector during the first waves of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. According to figures 
released last spring by the Canadian Institute for 
Health Information (CIHI), Canada had the worst 
record for COVID-19 deaths in care homes among 
developed countries, with fatalities in nursing

and long-term care facilities accounting for 69 
per cent of all pandemic deaths (the international 
average was 41 per cent).

One need only recall the horrors that unfolded 
at the Maples Personal Care Home in October/
November 2020, when an outbreak of COVID-19
in the woefully understaffed facility led to 56 
deaths. What happened there, as well as in nu-
merous care homes throughout the province and
across Canada, raised serious questions about 
how such facilities — particularly those of the
privately owned, for-profit variety — are staffed, 
managed and regulated.

The results of the Angus Reid survey confirm 
that satisfactory answers have not yet been pro-
vided.

Seventy-six per cent of the 1,500 Canadians
surveyed last March said the long-term care sec-
tor is in need of an overhaul, or at least signifi-
cant changes. In Manitoba, 73 per cent shared
that view, and 60 per cent believe the federal 
government should be directly involved in setting
standards for the care-home industry.

In terms of specific changes, 43 per cent of the
national survey respondents said more inspec-
tions and greater enforcement of standards 

are necessary, while 39 per cent recommended
increasing the number of staff required to be 
on duty in care homes. And 55 per cent of re-
spondents said they’d be willing to accept a tax 
increase to fund the necessary improvements.

Lamentably, only 30 per cent believe the
required changes will be made. And therein, 
perhaps, lies the challenge for legislators at the
federal and provincial levels: owing largely to the
massive inadequacies exposed by the COVID-19
pandemic’s ravages, the public has lost confi-
dence in a sector that will play an increasingly
crucial role in Canadians’ lives as a large seg-
ment of the population continues to age.

While the oft-repeated call for seniors’ care to
be wrested from the clutches of the for-profit sec-
tor and absorbed into the broader public-health 
system are a fiscal and logistical impracticality 
that cannot and will not be pursued, it is incum-
bent on governments to create, implement and
rigidly enforce a regulatory framework that
ensures the entirely preventable tragedies of the
past 18 months are not repeated.

Aging Canadians will inevitably require care. 
Accessing it should not be a source of fear and
dread.

EDITORIAL
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Paramedics arrive at Maples Personal Care Home on Nov. 
1, 2020.
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