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There are "so many unanswered questions" surrounding the province's proposed education reform bill, 
according to a Manitoban school division superintendent. 

On March 15, the Progressive Conservatives unveiled The Education Modernization Act (Bill 64), along 
with the kindergarten through Grade 12 education review and a list of lessons learned from dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic in schools. 

The bill plans to eliminate Manitoba's 37 public school boards. Instead, one education authority made 
up of government appointees will oversee 15 regions; school divisions have been grouped together to 
make these regions. Between six and 11 people will staff the authority, including at least two of whom 
are parents of current public school students. The authority can choose the number and type of schools 
in each catchment area. 

This eliminates the roles of school trustees. Instead, schools will have community councils made up of 
parents volunteering. It gives parents more say at the local level, Education Minister Cliff Cullen said at a 
March 15 news conference. 

A director of education, equivalent to a division's superintendent, will head each region. 

The restructuring should be in place by July 1, 2022, the government announced. 

Division scolaire franco-manitobaine will be left as is. 

Other proposed changes include the creation of a collective bargaining entity specifically for principals 
and viceprincipals, revamping school curricula and changing schools' funding models, including moving 
away from education property taxes. 

Manitoba is one of the top spenders on education in the country, but it scores among the lowest in 
student achievement results, Cullen said at the conference. 

He said students and parents wouldn't see immediate changes to schooling. 

Meetings, questions from staff and a push to keep on top of the news kept Terry Osiowy, 
superintendent and chief executive officer of Prairie Rose School Division, busy for days after the 
announcement. 



"I'm hoping the best for the system, but there are so many unanswered questions that need to be 
cleaned up," he said. 

Osiowy has worked in public education for 40 years as a principal and a superintendent. He said there's 
a need for a school system reform. 

"We've been operating in the same way for many, many years, and the needs of our students and the 
needs of our communities have changed dramatically in terms of cultural diversity," he said. 

However, the pendulum has swung from one extreme to the other in a day, Osiowy said. He expected 
the amalgamation of school divisions ? he didn't expect the loss of trustees. 

"My major concern right now is ? will the community school councils truly represent the families and the 
community needs?" he said. 

"I know our current board of trustees has done a very good job in listening to the community." 

Socioeconomic factors, like parents who work in the evenings, might prohibit people from volunteering 
on council ? and this could lead to some groups' voices being silenced, Osiowy said. 
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Under the proposed bill, Manitoba's school divisions will be grouped into 15 regions overseen by one 
provincial authority. 

Image from Province of Manitoba 

 
 
 



 

Continued from page 5  

Prairie Rose School Division covers 27 schools, including those in St. Eustache and St. Francois Xavier. 
The division's board decides on a school-by-school basis how many kids should make up a class, to meet 
the area's needs. Osiowy said he worries the teacher-student ratio will be fixed when in the province's 
control, meaning students might not get the support they require. 

The superintendent has more questions: will principals want to go back to teaching as their roles 
change? What will the administrative structure of each region look like? 

"For example ? will we have transportation supervisors? That kind of information hasn't been made 
available, and there's no clear direction at this point of how those positions will be advertised and 
filled." 

The province touts cost savings in its proposed bill, but there will still be administrative fees, Osiowy 
said. 

In the two days following the announcement, staff morale at Prairie Rose seemed lower, Osiowy said. 

"That is sometimes what is forgotten about when structures change, or systems change, is the impact 
it's going to have on people that 

are in the system. 

"I've always believed that if you want to have happy, productive, engaging students, your staff has to be 
happy, productive and engaging. Right now, we're in an environment (where) I think that is going to be a 
challenge," he said. 

 

The  

Education Modernization Act  



will change the structure of Manitoba's school system. Above, the proposed structure under Bill 64. 
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