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WITH increased restrictions, come 
more tickets.

In the past week, Manitoba public 
health enforcers doled out more than 
100 tickets — the most of any week 
since the COVID-19 pandemic began — 
though some widely publicized gather-
ings reportedly escaped the arm of the 
law.

A total of 102 tickets and 130 warn-
ings were issued May 17-23, largely in 
relation to gatherings at private resi-
dences, the province said in a news 
release Wednesday. The last time offi-
cials handed out triple-digit tickets was 
the week of Nov. 23, 2020.

Provincial officials also dispensed an 

additional 22 tickets — each carrying a 
$1,296 price tag — to attendees of past 
anti-pandemic restrictions  rallies in 
Winnipeg.

The province declined to comment 
on which rallies from previous weeks 
were ticketed, but noted all tickets were 
“issued in relation to gathering limits.”

Last week, six tickets were issued for 
failure to wear a mask in an indoor pub-
lic place (carrying a fine of $298), while 
the remaining 96 were in relation to 
various individual offences (each with a 
fine of $1,296).

Three of those 96 tickets were issued 
for a failure to self-isolate, two for un-
necessary northern travel, and three to 
sole proprietor businesses. The remain-
ing 88 were issued for gatherings at pri-

vate residences.
Baba’s House Ice Cream in Winnipeg, 

the UPS Store on Ellice Avenue (Winni-
peg), and Baldur Motor Hotel in Baldur 
each received $1,296 tickets last week. 
The province now issues $5,000 tickets 
solely to corporate businesses.

Winnipeg-based Springs Church 
drew public ire last week, after photos 
of an in-person graduation ceremony 
depicting several mask-less attendees 
made rounds on social media. A spokes-
person for the province did not provide 
answer when asked Wednesday if any-
one involved had received tickets for 
breaching mask or gathering restric-
tions.

Instead, a spokesperson for the de-
partment of justice said: “Enforce-

ment officials are following up on tips 
received through the public alleging a 
breach of the public health orders in re-
spect of gathering sizes. Currently, evi-
dence is being collected, interviews are 
taking place, and work continues to de-
termine whether charges will be laid.”

The justice spokesperson said the 
province takes these situations “seri-
ously,” and reiterated those who breach 
public health rules “must face conse-
quences.” They also noted “investiga-
tions take time.”

The province has said repeat offend-
ers will face double fines, though it is 
unclear if any have been levied thus far.
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A new executive director will lead the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra into the 
new normal. 

Angela Birdsell will take the helm 
at the WSO in July, succeeding Trudy 
Schroeder, who has had 13 seasons with 
the organization.

Birdsell, a born-and-raised Winnipeg-
ger, served as the director of orchestra 
and opera at the Aus-
tralia Council for the 
Arts, and orchestra 
and opera program 
manager at Canada 
Council for the Arts.

She is an experi-
enced arts manage-
ment consultant, 
with Ottawa Live 
Arts Community, 
Tafelmusik Baroque 
Orchestra, and the Saint John Theatre 
Company among her clients. Birdsell 
has researched orchestras and the 
digital economy, and has advised  gov-
ernments on cultural policy related to 
large arts institutions. 

“Thanks to the WSO community and 
Trudy Schroeder’s leadership, this or-
chestra entered the pandemic from a 
position of strength,” Birdsell said in a 
media release.

“While no one in the performing arts 
can predict what the new normal will 
look like, I am certain the WSO will 
continue to earn the support of the 
community through extraordinary ex-
periences in music. To do so, we know 
we need to remain focused, patient and 
empathetic with each other, flexible 
and curious about new opportunities, 
and most of all, ambitious and optimis-
tic about our future. I’m very excited to 
be part of the next phase of the WSO’s 
growth.”

She starts her new role on July 5.

WSO names 
new executive 
director

VICTIM IN WINNIPEG 
HOMICIDE IDENTIFIED
CITY police have identified a man killed Tues-
day as Stuart Bruce Fritzley of Winnipeg.

Fritzley, 35, was injured on the 800 block 
of Magnus Avenue around 6 a.m. He was 
transported to hospital in critical condition, 
but died from his injuries. Police confirmed 
the death as a homicide.

Anyone with information is asked to call 
204-986-6508 or Crime Stoppers at 204-786-
TIPS (8477).

RESIDENTS CHALLENGE 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
CITY of Winnipeg decisions to allow two 
six-apartment buildings, one set for each at 
912 and 914 Jubilee Ave., are being challenged 
in court.

A group of more than a dozen Winnipeggers 
is asking the court to quash votes that would 
allow the new construction. The residents 
argue the buildings are too big for the area, 
and would create a major surge in traffic the 
avenue’s back lane can’t handle.

Elected officials who supported the project 
have argued the buildings would create a resi-
dential density that benefits the city, resulting 
in shorter resident commutes that help reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The city’s appeals committee cast final votes 
to approve the apartments in April.

IIU INVESTIGATES 
POLICE CAR CRASH
THE Independent Investigation Unit of 
Manitoba is investigating a crash near Win-
nipegosis that resulted in a woman sustaining 
a fractured rib.

In a news release Wednesday, the IIU said it 
was alerted to the incident May 21, after a po-
lice vehicle collided with another car around 
3:50 p.m. that day.

According to the release, police were con-
ducting a traffic stop on Highway 20, approxi-
mately five kilometres south of Winnipegosis, 
and made a U-turn with emergency lights on. 
The police car collided with another vehicle, 
which was carrying two occupants.

The IIU asks witnesses or individuals who 
have information or video footage to contact 
it at 1-844-667-6060.

NO INJURIES IN
TUESDAY FIRES
WINNIPEG fire crews responded to two house 
blazes Tuesday night.

At around 8:57 p.m., a fire broke out in a 
vacant bungalow on the 500 block of Dufferin 
Avenue. It was declared under control by 
10:47 p.m. The home was empty at the time; 
no injuries were reported.

At 10:45 p.m., a fire in a single-family home 
on Radcliffe Road was called in. The fire was 
likely caused by unattended cooking; there 
were no injuries.
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Jean-Pierre Ngegba, a Grade 9 student at Windsor Park Collegiate, says he likes the idea of a referendum on the provincial government’s education reform bill. 

Not appropriate to discuss government policy in classrooms, says education minister

Reform bill offers teachable moment

T
HE grand reveal of the Tory 
government’s sweeping educa-
tion reform bill could not have 

been timelier for teachers at Windsor 
Park Collegiate, who devised a Grade 
9 lesson plan on how legislation be-
comes law earlier this semester.

Ashley Meyer, Angela Bunkowsky 
and Billie Cross have built an entire 
unit — featuring guest speakers, 
critical analysis of news articles and 
opinion pieces, and a persuasive es-
say assignment — around Bill 64 (Ed-
ucation Modernization Act).

“Authentic learning is always the 
best learning,” Meyer said. “Having 
(a subject) that kids care about and 
that will directly affect them or af-
fect people in our community, in our 
province, that’s where you’re going 
to get the most engagement from stu-
dents.”

In mid-March, the Pallister gov-
ernment released the K-12 education 
review,  the Better Education Starts 
Today strategy, and Bill 64. The op-
position has delayed second reading 
of the controversial bill, which aims 
to replace English language school 
boards with a centralized authority 
made up of government appointees.

The  province claims the overhaul 
will streamline administrative costs 
to redirect up to $40 million to class-
rooms, but critics have no shortage of 
concerns; the erosion of local voice, 
owing to the elimination of trustees, 
is chief among them.

In the midst of teaching curricu-
lum on democracy, Windsor Park 
educators saw an opportunity to have 
their 120 students research and think 
critically to form their own opinions 
on the future of public education.

“It was like eureka — it’s meant to 
be,” Bunkowsky said.

Students have studied a summary 
of the draft legislation and prepared 
presentations on pillars of the related 
strategy. Now, they are writing essays 
either in support or opposition to the 
documents, drawing on takeaways 
from guest speakers and analyses of 
pro- and con- articles on the reforms.

NDP Leader Wab Kinew, Liberal 
Leader Dougald Lamont,  NDP edu-
cation critic Nello Altomare, teacher 

Rick Haley, and Free Press colum-
nist Niigaan Sinclair all  visited the 
classes  virtually to discuss the bill 
and answer students’ questions. The 
premier, education minister, deputy 
education minister  and  Progressive 
Conservative MLA who represents 
the constituency the high school is in, 
declined requests to participate.

“We don’t think — I think many 
parents would agree — that the 
classroom is an appropriate place to 
discuss government policy and spe-
cific proposed legislation,” Education 
Minister Cliff Cullen told the Free 
Press. “We’re not going to engage in 
partisan politics in the classroom.”

Citing  Lamont’s  presentation, 
Grade 9 student Jean-Pierre Ngegba 
said hosting a referendum on the bill 

makes the most sense to him.
“It’s not for the bill, it’s not against 

the bill — it’s having people’s voices 
heard. That’s the one thing this bill is 
missing. It’s for saving money. People 
have savings accounts for saving 
money, we don’t need an education 
bill,” said Ngegba, 15.

Ngegba, who said some of his peers 
are in favour of the bill, was among 
the group who shared concerns about 
it during a virtual event on Bill 64 
that was put on by Louis Riel School 
Division this week.

His critiques include that there are 
few concrete details on how educa-
tion will be improved through  the 
new governance structure, the bill 
fails to address concerns about child 
poverty, and only one new mega-divi-

sion will encompass all of Winnipeg.
Other students raised questions 

during the event about the province 
considering keeping remote learn-
ing options in a post-pandemic world, 
how underrepresented communities 
will have a voice in the new system, 
and the fact Bill 64  only mentions 
“mental health” once. 

“We know we’ve done our job as 
teachers when our kids know their 
voice makes a difference,” said Cross.

Cullen said Wednesday there will 
be plenty of opportunities for the pub-
lic to provide input on the future of 
K-12 education, including through  a 
new student advisory council. 
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Quan Lam (from left), Jean-Pierre Ngegba, Lea Nkana Bassi, Aliyah Jollienne Barila, and Renny Adebooye shared concerns about Bill 64 
at a virtual town hall meeting put on by Louis Riel School Division this week.
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