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C
OMING soon: a return to normal, 
starring fully vaccinated Mani-
tobans.

As of Saturday, when the next phase 
of Manitoba’s reopening plan kicks in, 
movie theatres, museums and casinos 
will reopen to fully vaccinated people. 
Those who are football fans will be 
allowed to attend a Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers game next month.

Premier Brian Pallister announced 
a long list of new freedoms on Wednes-
day and praised Manitobans for get-
ting vaccinated quickly enough that 
restrictions can be lifted sooner under 
his government’s reopening plan. The 
vaccination target was met one month 

early, he said. About 77 per cent of 
Manitobans had received a first dose 
and 59 per cent had two doses.

“Good for Manitobans. Thanks so 
much for doing that,” he said.

Under the changes, even people who 
aren’t fully vaccinated can meet in 
private homes. As many as five people 
can be hosted inside, while 25 can visit 
outdoors. In public places, 25 people 
will be allowed to gather indoors and 
125 can gather outdoors.

No business is required to be closed 
under the rules, although some activities 
will be subject to certain restrictions.

Dancing at a nightclub, for example, 
is still a no-no. That doesn’t sit well 
with Palomino Club owner Christian 
Stringer. Unlike a lounge or restau-
rant, the Winnipeg club relies on live 
bands and dancing to stay in business.

“That’s what people want to see. They 
don’t want to be held back anymore. 
This is long enough,” Stringer said, 
adding he’s been getting 40 to 50 calls a 
night from people asking if the club is 

open for dancing. It’s been closed near-
ly nine months, with just an outdoor 
patio open. Stringer said he figured in-
door mask requirements would remain 
in place, but he had hoped the new rules 
would allow for outdoor dancing.

Stringer expressed frustration that 
dance studios will be able to open — at 
half capacity — and the Bombers game 
was given the go-ahead, yet activities 
at his club are still restricted and he 
hasn’t been able to rehire employees.

“I would like the full staff back, but I 
can’t right now because of the restric-
tions. I can’t put them back to work.”

In the second stage of a three-part 
summer reopening plan, fully vac-
cinated Manitobans will be allowed 
to attend movie theatres, casinos, 
museums, bingo halls and galleries at 
50 per cent capacity. 

The new rules are not surprising 
considering Manitoba’s declining 
infection rates and increase in vac-
cinations, said University of Manitoba 
virologist Jason Kindrachuk.

He said the impending orders are a 
signal Manitobans will have to assess 
their own comfort level while more 
transmissible COVID-19 variants are 
still circulating and some pockets of 
the population are unvaccinated.

“It’s not easy to navigate. We’re all, 
I think, going through this indecision 
right now, and the complexity of hav-
ing been (under) restrictions for over 
a year and having things move in a 
different direction is psychologically 
very different and it’s very impactful.”

There’s still a lack of transmission 
data about how fully vaccinated peo-
ple can transmit the virus, and what 
is known changes as new variants 
emerge. Kindrachuk said he would 
still feel more comfortable wearing a 
mask and maintaining distance in an 
indoor setting, particularly one with 
no vaccination entry requirements. 
(Indoor mask requirements remain in 
place in Manitoba.)

“I think you want to be cautious. 
How long that cautiousness has to 

remain, I think, is a question. We liter-
ally just have to keep watching what 
the data says,” Kindrachuk said.

Manitoba is ahead of schedule in 
its reopening plans, chief provincial 
public health officer Dr. Brent Rous-
sin said. More services are expected 
to require proof of vaccination. The 
province is still working on getting 
vaccination cards and complete immu-
nization records out to everyone who 
requests them, he said. Still, details 
such as how visitors from other prov-
inces will prove they’ve been fully 
vaccinated haven’t been worked out.

Even as the provincial case count 
and test positivity rate declines, 
several Manitobans are severely ill 
with COVID-19. As of Wednesday, 129 
COVID-19 patients were in hospital, 
including 33 in intensive care. Two 
ICU patients from Manitoba are being 
treated in Ontario facilities.

More freedom for Manitobans, starting Saturday

KATIE MAY

IN a rare act of dissent, MLA Eileen 
Clarke has resigned as Manitoba’s 
Indigenous and northern affairs min-
ister to protest against Premier Brian 
Pallister’s recent comments praising 
colonial settlers.

Government sources said Clarke 
surprised the premier and his senior 
staff with her decision July 9. The 
sources said she is expected to remain 

as MLA for Agassiz for the time be-
ing, and has not made a decision about 
running in the next election.

Clarke has not said much publicly 
about her decision to leave cabinet. 
The Canadian Press reported she 
would not discuss her decision 
Wednesday out of respect for the As-
sembly of Manitoba Chiefs, which was 
in the process of electing a new grand 
chief.

At a Wednesday afternoon news 
conference about the easing of pan-
demic restrictions, Pallister had noth-
ing but praise for Clarke, but refused 
to disclose any reasons she may have 
given him for leaving cabinet. He 
repeatedly refused to apologize for his 
comments last week.

“I have nothing but respect and 
admiration for Eileen Clarke,” the 
premier said.

Following the news conference, Pal-
lister’s office confirmed there would 
be a cabinet shuffle today to fill her 
vacancy.

Clarke’s relative silence on her res-
ignation did not stop others — includ-
ing members of her own PC party and 
Indigenous leaders — from expressing 
their support for her and disappoint-
ment over her decision.

David Chartrand, president of the 
Manitoba Metis Federation, said he 
maintained a close working relation-
ship with Clarke even though he and 
Pallister sparred bitterly over Métis 
land entitlements and other compensa-

tion agreements.
Chartrand said in private conver-

sation, Clarke was brutally honest 
about how frustrated she was serving 
as the chief liaison with Indigenous 
people in a government that is largely 
perceived as anti-Indigenous.

“I applaud her for what she’s do-
ing,” he told the Free Press. “She was 
clearly frustrated. She told me, I don’t 
know how many times, ‘David, be pa-
tient. (Pallister) will be gone soon and 
things will change for the better.’ But 
she also told me she didn’t know how 
much longer she could put up with the 
premier.”

Praising colonists costs Pallister cabinet minister

DAN LETT

CITING the importance of resi-
dents being decision makers in 
local school operations, a growing 
number of Manitoba municipal-
ities is opposed to the Pallister 
government’s pending overhaul of 
public education.

At least one town and five rural 
municipalities have passed mo-
tions to publicly condemn Bill 64 
(Education Modernization Act). 
Next week, Winnipeg city council-
lors will contemplate doing the 
same.

“The trustees are all local 
people and they know what goes 
on at the school and where the 
buses are going and everything. 
If (decision making) gets too far 
away, I don’t think it’ll be too 
good,” said Barry Lowes, reeve of 
the Rural Municipality of Ellice-
Archie.

Lowes and his colleagues ap-
proved a resolution July 8 that 
argues replacing trustees with a 
centralized authority of govern-
ment appointees would “remove 
local democratic accountability 
from education.”

Other items in Bill 64 that have 
sparked scrutiny among rural 
families include the province lift-
ing both a moratorium on school 
closures and the one-way time cap 
on bus commutes.

Ryan Mangin said he is “ex-
tremely concerned” about how 
removing the hour-long bus ride 
limit opens up possibilities for the 
regionalization of small schools. 
The father of two’s concerns 
prompted him to join Rural Voices 
United, one of many anti-Bill 64 
campaigns that have cropped up 
recently.

“There are people in town that 
are Conservative donors and 
they have (Bill) 64 signs on their 
lawns,” said Mangin, who lives in 
Holland, a town in Education Min-
ister Cliff Cullen’s constituency.

Rural voices 
object to 
education 
reforms
MAGGIE MACINTOSH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

● EDUCATION, CONTINUED ON A4

Fully vaccinated can visit theatres, casinos, museums, Bombers games
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● BOMBERS BACK / C1
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‘Completely impossible’ 
for Clarke to be Tories’ liaison 
with Indigenous people 

● NIIGAAN SINCLAIR / A2
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Premier Brian Pallister walks into the PC caucus room Wednesday at the Manitoba Legislative Building. ‘I have nothing but respect and admiration for Eileen Clarke,’ he says.

Now you’re cooking with grass
Cannabis cuisine is on the rise, but chef warns 
it requires careful calibration / D1

RESTARTING
The latest developments as Manitoba 
emerges from COVID-19 restrictions
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EDUCATION  ● FROM A1

Extensive community consultation is required 
before a decision to shutter a school is made. 
Without elected trustees, who are well-known in 
tight-knit rural communities, a major account-
ability mechanism will be lost, said Mangin, 
whose wife works in the Prairie Spirit School 
Division.

The province touts reforms that will address 
high trustee acclamation rates, empower parents 
at the school level, and streamline administrative 
expenses to redirect up to $40 million to class-
rooms.

The Manitoba School Boards Association is 
chief among the plan’s critics.

“When you remove the local board and you 
have a bureaucrat in Winnipeg making decisions 
about potential school closures in rural Manitoba 
communities that they don’t even know exist, 
that’s a significant threat to the life of that rural 
community,” said association president Alan 
Campbell.

Campbell called the fact municipalities are 
now condemning Bill 64 a “significant develop-
ment,” noting around five years ago, public 
outrage, including vocal support from municipal-
ities, in Saskatchewan prompted that province to 
abandoned its plan to abolish elected boards.

The longtime trustee anticipates more towns 
will condemn the overhaul because of their 
vested interest in their local economy. Board 
offices not only employ residents, but they also 
support area businesses through local procure-
ment practices, he added.

The education minister was not made avail-
able for an interview Wednesday. In a statement, 
Cullen said school boards are committed to their 
campaigns of “fear and misinformation” — 
especially in rural areas, and are focused on the 

status quo rather than improvements.
“Our government is committed to rural Mani-

toba and its economies. We’ve stated previously 
procurement practices in rural and northern 
areas will continue where it makes sense, to meet 
local needs and to support rural and northern 
economies and jobs,” he added.

Decisions about purchasing agreements will be 
part of detailed planning for the new governance 
model, according to a provincial spokesperson.

Manitoba Chambers of Commerce did not pro-
vide comment in time for publication Wednesday.

The Association of Manitoba Municipalities 
indicated in a statement it recently met with the 
minister, who assured officials the legislation is 
aimed at improving educational outcomes. The 
association said it is aware there are varying 
opinions on Bill 64 among its members and con-
tinues to monitor discussions.

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @macintoshmaggie

Rules as of Saturday

● Indoor gatherings at homes: Manitobans will be able 
to host up to five visitors, in addition to home’s occupants. 
Currently, indoor visits are not allowed.   
● Outdoor gatherings at homes: As many as 25 people 
will be allowed on private property. Currently, 10 visitors are 
allowed, in addition to residents.
● Indoor gatherings in public spaces: As many as 25 
people will be permitted. Currently, five people are permitted.
● Outdoor gatherings in public spaces: Up to 150 people 
will be allowed. Currently, up to 25 people are permitted.
● Restaurants, licensed premises and food courts: 
Open at 50 per cent capacity for indoor and outdoor dining; 
indoor patrons seated together must be from the same house-
hold unless they are fully vaccinated. Outdoor tables are limited 
to eight people; opening hours are expanded to midnight, the 
requirement to buy food is gone. Currently, they are open at 25 
per cent indoors and 50 per cent outdoors.
● Gyms and fitness centres: Open at 50 per cent capacity 
with three metres distance maintained between patrons 
for both individual and group fitness. Mask use is required. 
Currently, they are open at 25 per cent with three metres of 
distancing and mask use is required.
● Casinos, bingo halls and VLTs: Open to 50 per cent cap-
acity to fully immunized people only. VLTs in licensed establish-
ments may be operated with two metres of physical distancing 
and all other restaurant/bar rules apply; VLTs in unlicensed 
establishments will follow the casino rules for fully immunized 
people only. Currently, these facilities are closed.

● Museums and galleries: Open to 50 per cent capacity to 
fully immunized people only. Unvaccinated kids under 12 may 
attend if accompanied by a fully vaccinated adult. Currently, 
they are closed.
● Libraries: May open at 50 per cent capacity to a maximum 
of 150 people. Currently, they are closed.
● Movie theatres and concerts: Open to 50 per cent cap-
acity to fully immunized people only. Unvaccinated kids under 
12 may attend if accompanied by a fully vaccinated adult. Cur-
rently, they are closed.
● Professional sports/performing arts: Open up to 100 
per cent for fully vaccinated people, with a plan approved 
by public health. Currently, they are open to 50 per cent fully 
vaccinated people, with a plan approved by public health.
● Weddings and funerals: Open to 150 participants for 
outdoor ceremonies, in addition to photographer and of-
ficiants. Indoor weddings and funerals expand to 25 people, in 
addition to photographer and officiants. Currently, open to 25 
participants for outdoor ceremonies, in addition to photog-
rapher and officiants. Indoor weddings and funerals remain 
limited to 10 people.   
● Personal services: Open at 50 per cent capacity, ap-
pointments no longer required. Currently, there is 50 per cent 
capacity and walk-ins are not allowed.
● Workplaces: Working from home when possible no longer 
required. Currently, employers are required to let staff work 
from home when possible.
● Indoor religious gatherings: Open to 50 per cent 
capacity, to a maximum of 150 people who wear masks at all 
times. Currently, it’s 25 per cent capacity with a limit of 25 
masked people.

T
WO things will likely happen 
now that the province has given 
priority to fully vaccinated people 

as the economy gradually reopens: 
COVID-19 infections will continue to 
fall and more people will be encour-
aged to get immunized.

Infections will fall because restric-
tions are being reduced slowly. There 
are still many safeguards in place, in-
cluding mandatory mask use in indoor 
public places, as well as capacity limits 

in all public settings. Many of the 
venues that are reopening, including 
movie theatres, museums, galleries, 
casinos and bingo halls, are restricted 
to fully vaccinated people, which 
means the risk of transmission in those 
venues will be close to zero.

More people will be motivated to 
get vaccinated because they’re going 
to realize government wasn’t bluffing 
when it said a few weeks ago that fully 
immunized Manitobans would be given 
priority when the economy reopens. It 
has become a reality.

If you want to go to a Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers game or any large-scale 
sporting event, you will have to be 
fully vaccinated.

It’s not like people weren’t warned.
As a result, we will likely see an 

increase in vaccine appointments and 
more people showing up to walk-in 
clinics for their first dose. This will 
be the extra nudge some needed to get 
immunized. Even if we don’t see an up-
tick in vaccinations, we at least know 

that many public venues that were 
previously closed are reopening safely 
because of the full-immunization 
requirement.

None of this would be necessary if 
more people stepped up voluntarily to 
get vaccinated. Government is doing 
this largely to boost immunization 
rates. While the reopening targets 
still call for 75 per cent of people over 
the age of 12 to be fully vaccinated by 
Labour Day, the province knows the 
immunization rate has to be higher 
than that to return to normal life; it has 
to reach at least 85 per cent.

Manitoba is still about 300,000 
people short of that benchmark (al-
though 115,000 people had second-dose 
appointments booked as of Tuesday).

The Pallister government’s Phase 2 
reopening plan is excellent. It strikes 
the right balance between reopening 
the economy, encouraging people to 
get vaccinated and reducing infection 
rates. It’s more prudent than most 
other provinces, including Alberta 

and Saskatchewan, which have lifted 
virtually all of their public-health 
restrictions (a risky move as the more 
contagious Delta variant continues to 
circulate).

This pandemic isn’t over. Infection 
rates are going up in many parts of the 
world, including in the United States. 
The test-positivity rate in Nevada has 
more than doubled to 10 per cent from 
four just a few weeks ago (remember 
those Vegas Golden Knights hockey 
games?).   

The only way back to normal is to get 
fully vaccinated. If Manitoba wants to 
safely reopen schools in September, it 
will need more than 80 per cent of peo-
ple to be fully immunized (since kids 
under 12 are not expected to be eligible 
for vaccines when classes resume).

The anti-vaxxers won’t like it. How-
ever, there are times when the greater 
good must prevail. This is one of those 
times. People have the right not to get 
vaccinated. But society also has a right 
to protect itself.

“We respect the right of people to 
make their own choice, Manitobans 
have that right,” Premier Brian Pal-
lister said Wednesday. “But we have an 
obligation as a government to encour-
age people to do what is best for our so-
ciety as a whole, too, and that is clearly 
to get more people vaccinated.”

This isn’t just about reducing infec-
tion rates, it’s about reopening busi-
nesses and saving jobs and livelihoods. 
It’s about addressing people’s mental 
health and restoring hospital capacity 
so Manitobans can get timely medical 
care again (ICU numbers are still well 
above normal).

The anti-vaxxers can take some com-
fort in knowing that, even though they 
won’t be able to go to a Bomber game 
or a movie any time soon, the new 
measures will benefit them eventually. 
These orders are temporary. Once they 
are lifted, everyone — including the 
unvaccinated — will reap the rewards.

tom.brodbeck@freepress.mb.ca

TOM BRODBECK

OPINION

P
REMIER Brian Pallister, who has 
urged everyone who’s eligible to 
get a shot, says two of his MLAs 

who haven’t been vaccinated have no 
obligation to inform the public.

“I’m not going to be talking about per-
sonal health details with anyone; that’s 
the choice of every Manitoban,” he said 
Wednesday.

On Monday, the Free Press revealed 
two PC MLAs, including a cabinet min-
ister, have not had both vaccine doses. 
The party refused to name them or 
specify whether either had received 
just one shot, citing privacy.

Five  MLAs, including one cabinet 
minister, did not reply to the Free Press
request this week, which opposition 
leaders deemed hypocritical.

Infrastructure Minister Ron Schul-
er’s press secretary, his Springfield-
Ritchot constituency office and the PC 

cabinet ignored queries about his vac-
cination status.

The Free Press received no response 
from the office of Janice Morley-
Lecomte (Seine River).

The office of Alan Lagimodiere (Sel-
kirk) also did not respond, though he 
has posted on social media about the 
importance of getting vaccinated.

Meanwhile, Andrew Micklefield and 
Bob Lagassé have both posted to social 
media about getting one vaccine dose, 
but their offices did not respond to mul-
tiple queries as to whether they got the 
second dose.

Manitoba officials say it’s imperative 
all Manitobans who can get vaccinated 
receive both shots, due to the rise of 
more infectious COVID-19 variants.

NDP Leader Wab Kinew said MLAs 
who have a medical reason that pre-
vents them from getting  vaccinated, 
should make that fact public.

“If the government is asking Manito-

bans, who are able, to get double-vacci-
nated if they want to fully participate in 
our society, is that going to be the same 
standard for MLAs?” Kinew asked. 
“Will they be able to go into the cham-
ber, or go to various events?”

Liberal Leader Dougald Lamont 
linked a refusal to get vaccinated with 
Manitoba’s brutal second and third 
waves of COVID-19.

“There are people in the premier’s 
caucus who don’t believe the pandemic 
is serious, (who) don’t believe in vac-
cines, and don’t believe in public health, 
period,” he said. “That kind of thinking 
— the fact the premier is not willing to 
confront it — is one of the reasons why 
we’ve had such a disastrous pandemic 
response.”   

Political analyst  Paul Thomas noted 
Pallister entered politics specifically 
to fight government intrusion, and built 
his base on that platform.

“In an emergency, the government 

acquires a great deal of power over in-
dividuals — and this goes against the 
grain for a person like Brian Pallister,” 
said Thomas, a University of Manitoba 
professor emeritus.

The premier framed the lack of dis-
closure from his MLAs as a matter of 
freedom.

“We’ve respected that choice and 
that right of every Manitoban to make 
decisions with their own body from 
the outset; we’re going to continue to,” 

Pallister said Wednesday. “We’re going 
to do everything we can to encourage 
Manitobans to make the choice of get-
ting a vaccination, and then getting an-
other one.”

Thomas said this fits a pattern in 
which the PC government has urged 
Manitobans to lean on personal respon-
sibility and follow the spirit of guide-
lines to contain the risk of COVID-19, 
instead of implementing stricter mea-
sures, as demanded by medical profes-
sionals.

“You have a premier who’s not been a 
strong spokesperson for some of these 
rules; he’s been inconsistent at best and 
not fully truthful about what should be 
done and what is being done,” Thomas 
said.

He said Canadians expect elected of-
ficials to share a fair amount of person-
al information, but normally anything 
pertaining to health is off-limits. This 
may have changed during the pandem-
ic, Thomas said, because leaders have 
taken away freedom and imposed rules 
such as mask mandates.

Thomas also said vaccination has 
become a political-identity issue, mak-
ing it a touchy matter in rural parts of 
Manitoba.

dylan.robertson@freepress.mb.ca

Public has no right to know IDs 
of unvaccinated Tories: premier
DYLAN ROBERTSON

Phase 2 plan strikes right balance for return to more normal lives

Ron Schuler, leaving a cabinet meeting Wed-
nesday, is one of five Tory MLAs who haven’t 
revealed  if they’re fully vaccinated.

RUTH BONNEVILLE / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS
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