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A man allegedly attempting to organize 
an anti-vaccine protest and block roads 
in front of  IG Field ahead of the Win-
nipeg Blue Bombers home opener has 
been arrested.

Patrick Joseph Robert Allard, 39, was 
using social media to rally anti-vaxxers 
outside the stadium Aug. 5, the Winni-
peg Police Service said Thursday.

Allard was already bound by court 
order to not organize any gather-
ings contrary to public health orders. 
The fixture at local COVID-19 conspir-
acy protests was charged Thursday 
with failing to comply with conditions 
of a release order.

Only people who have been fully vac-
cinated against COVID-19 will be al-
lowed to attend Blue Bombers home 
games. The CFL team opens its 2021 
season Aug. 5, against the Hamilton 
Tiger-Cats.

Founding director of the Centre for 
Professional and Applied Ethics at 
the University of Manitoba, Arthur 
Schafer, said restricting access to cer-
tain privileges to just the vaccinated 
makes good legal and ethical sense.

“I don’t see this as wrongful dis-
crimination... If we’re going to open up 
society and save ourselves education-
ally, socially, economically, emotion-
ally without waiting until we get to zero 
COVID... we’re going to have to find 
safe ways of reopening as quickly as 
possible,” Schafer said in a phone inter-
view.

“It’s to protect public safety.”
However, Schafer added vaccine 

passports must be well-designed and 
reasonable accommodations, such as 
rapid testing, should be made available 
for the few who have legitimate med-
ical exemptions and can’t receive the 
vaccine or have suppressed immune 
systems which won’t produce the re-
quired antibodies even after the jab.

A social media page that appears to 
be linked to Allard first posted about 
the planned protest July 20.

“There’s only two roads into the Win-
nipeg Blue Bombers stadium,” reads 
the post. “I think we can block both 
with a rather small amount of people... 

ahead of their game.”
Allard was released on bail May 28, 

following his arrest May 15 on a charge 
of breaching the Public Health Act.

His release conditions included a re-
quirement he not organize, including 
requesting, inciting or inviting other 
individuals, or promote gatherings 
prohibited by the order made under 
the Public Health Act by social media 
or any other means of communication, 
court documents show.

On Thursday, Allard was again grant-
ed bail, with a cash deposit of $2,000. He 
appeared by video from police lockup.

As in his previous release order, Al-
lard is prohibited from contacting or 

communicating with Sharon Vickner, 
Gerald Bohemier, Tobias Tissen, Tod 
McDougall and Chris Saccoccia of On-
tario — all regular attendees at COVID 
conspiracy gatherings. The only excep-
tion in the order is McDougall, for work 
purposes.

At the time of Allard’s alleged May 15 
offence, public health orders banned all 
gatherings beyond a person’s household 
members. Current orders allow outdoor 
gatherings in public to have up to 150 
people, while those on private property 
can have up to 25.

However, the province has approved 
plans for the Blue and Gold to allow a 
full house of 33,500-plus, fully-vaccin-
ated fans. Children under the age of 12 
are permitted to attend, if accompanied 
by a parent or parents who are fully 
vaccinated.

Game-day staff also have to flash 
their COVID-19 immunization card or 
take a rapid test prior to work.

The Bombers were tight-lipped in 
response to reports of the planned pro-
test.

“We are aware of this matter and we 
are working with the Winnipeg Police 
Service, as we do for all major events 
at IG Field. Planning and preparations 
continue as we get ready for the home 
opener,” reads a statement from Wade 
Miller, Winnipeg Football Club presi-
dent and chief executive officer.

— with files from Dean Pritchard and Jeff Hamilton
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Patrick Allard, charged again by police on Thursday, confronts media during a May protest.

A key city deadline for the proposed 
$400-million redevelopment of the Por-
tage Place mall will be postponed to 
give the developer more time to seek 
federal funding.

On Thursday, city council voted 11 to 
5 to let developer Starlight Investments 
get its construction financing in place 
by Oct. 31 instead of July 23, the ori-
ginal deadline tied to a $20-million city 
incentive package for the project.

“There haven’t been significant in-
vestments or a reimagining of that 
space for decades. So it’s been a long 
time coming... That space could do a lot 
more for our community than it’s do-
ing right now,” Mayor Brian Bowman 
told reporters prior to the vote.

The project proposes to create two 
20-storey residential towers with 550 
to 600 housing units, nearly 500,000 
square feet of office and retail space, a 
grocery store and a 10,000-square-foot 
community space with public wash-
rooms.

Couns. Matt Allard, Ross Eadie, 
Brian Mayes, Shawn Nason and Jason 
Schreyer voted against the deadline ex-
tension.

Mayes said he’s not convinced coun-
cil won’t be asked to allow further de-
lays on the project, which he argues has 
also lacked transparency.

“To me, there’s still a lot of loose ends 
here… I just don’t think this is the right 
dance partner for the city in terms 
of moving forward on this site,” said 
Mayes.

During the meeting, a Starlight rep-
resentative said the extension is needed 
for the company to secure federal gov-
ernment funding, which it has been 
discussing with the Canadian govern-
ment for months. Howie Paskowitz, 
Starlight’s executive director of de-
velopment, said more support is now re-
quired because the plans were revised 
to ensure 30 per cent of the housing 
units have affordable rents.

“We think that this extension to Oc-
tober will allow us the time we need to 
sort... through everything with (Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corp.) and the 
federal government,” said Paskowitz.

Starlight officials were not available 
for interviews following the council 
vote. They have previously said the 
project won’t be completed without fi-
nancial support from all three levels of 
government.

The developer originally asked for 
$20 million each from the city, province 
and federal government. In March, Ot-
tawa  said Starlight asked it to instead 
pay $50 million in cash and provide a 
$243-million Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corp. loan. In a June 30 let-
ter, Starlight states it is seeking an “ap-
proximately” $250-million CMHC loan.

Bowman said he’s confident that if 
the federal funding is approved, the 
project will get built.

“I don’t know too many business 
people who couldn’t make that level of 
financial support through three lev-
els of government work. This is prime 
real estate in the City of Winnipeg... I’m 
optimistic that if that support is provid-
ed in full, as they’ve requested from the 
federal government, that the develop-
ment would proceed,” said Bowman.

Federal cabinet minister Dan Van-
dal, who has spoken about the federal 
funding request for the project in the 
past, was not available for an interview 
Thursday.

The Manitoba government has prom-
ised to provide up to $28.7 million in 
education tax rebates to support the 
Portage Place redevelopment.
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Portage Place plans still need federal funds.

T
HE province’s  controver-
sial  legislation to overhaul the 
Manitoba public school system 

has found another opponent.
On Thursday, Winnipeg city coun-

cil voted 11-4 to ask the province to 
withdraw Bill 64 in its entirety.

Couns. Kevin Klein, Janice Lukes, 
Shawn Nason and Devi Sharma were 
opposed. Coun. Jeff Browaty also 
spoke against the motion but opted 
not to vote on it.

The bill aims to make sweeping 
changes, and replace school boards 
with a centralized group of gov-
ernment appointees. The council 
motion calls upon the province to 
preserve the current school board 
system.

Mayor Brian Bowman said he’s 
concerned the elimination of school 
boards would amount to an “attack” 
on local democracy.

“We’re seeing concerns about Bill 
64 being raised across our city, and 

much of the concerns are relating 
to a loss of local democratic input in 
the education system,” said Bowman, 
noting lawn signs opposing the bill 
have popped up in many neighbour-
hoods.

Addressing council prior to the 
vote, Luanne Karn said the bill 
threatens to strip power from im-
partial elected officials. Many com-
plicated decisions would then fall 
on parent volunteers, who have less 
time and experience to devote to the 
job, Karn said on  behalf of Parents 
for Public Education Manitoba.

“Bill 64 is a deeply complex gov-
erning structure that seeks to cen-
tralize power and remove democrat-
ic control over local decision-making 
(and transfer it) to a very small parti-
san group of non-elected representa-
tives,” she said.

The Education Modernization Act 
would collapse Manitoba’s 37 English 
school boards into 15 regional enti-
ties that report to the province, and 
replace parent councils with school 

community councils in each school. 
Those councils would “advise” prin-
cipals on student achievement, staff 
hires, annual budgets and other pri-
orities.

The province has promoted it as a 
way to empower parents, who could 
volunteer to make decisions on some 
files currently handled by school 
trustees.

Karn said she fears those changes 
would create “an extremely undemo-
cratic form of governance for educa-
tion.”

The council motion, championed 
by Coun. Brian Mayes, argues school 
boards help ensure local voices guide 
education priorities and decision-
makers can be held accountable 
through elections.

“When you’re talking about wip-
ing out an entire level of elected gov-
ernment, I’ve got to say something,” 
Mayes, a former Brandon School Di-
vision trustee, told the Free Press.

The City of Winnipeg’s decision 
echoes similar motions by 23 other 

Manitoba rural municipalities, cities 
and towns.

However, Browaty said, the matter 
does not fall under council’s jurisdic-
tion.

“I really don’t see how this is a city 
council issue in the slightest. When 
talking to the public, I never hear 
people saying: ‘We need more gov-
ernment, we need more politicians,’” 
said Browaty.

In a brief emailed statement, a 
Manitoba government spokesperson 
said the province remains confident 
in its plan and is listening to the feed-
back.

“We believe our (Better Education 
Starts Today) strategy will improve 
education for all students in Mani-
toba while improving local voice and 
parental engagement... If the City of 
Winnipeg has questions regarding 
the plan, we would be happy to an-
swer them.”
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Elimination of elected trustees an ‘attack’ on local democracy, says mayor

DANIEL CRUMP / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Luanne Karn, who speaks for Parents for Public Education Manitoba, says Bill 64 will transfer decision making to ‘a very small partisan group of non-elected representatives.’

B_01_Jul-23-21_FP_01.indd   B1 2021-07-22   10:10 PM


