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“Because people deserve access to
programs that enhance their health
and enable them to have a better
quality of life.”

Madelaine Stefanik,
Youth in Philanthropy
Alumna

#FindyourBeCause  | 204.944.9474

FindyourBeCause.org 

Join together with other caring Winnipeggers. 
Give to your favourite Cause through The Foundation 
and make Winnipeg better by helping local charities.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF the Estate of JEAN 
BODNAR (also known as JEAN JUDITH 
BODNAR), late of the City of Winnipeg, in 
Manitoba, who died on February 14, 2021.
ALL CLAIMS against the above estate, 
duly verified by Statutory Declaration, 
must be filed with the undersigned at 
200 - 1135 Henderson Highway, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R2G 1L4 on or before the 30th

of July, 2021.
DATED at Winnipeg, Manitoba, this 4th 
day of June, 2021.

PKF LAWYERS
Solicitors for the Estate
Per: WALDY DERKSEN

Legals THERE’S EVEN
MORE NEWS 
ONLINE
to follow even more 
stories from around 
our community,
updated 24 hours a day.

Read the latest 
news and more at 
winnipegfreepress.com

A 
NEW anti-Bill 64 campaign calls 
for public education supporters in 
Manitoba to wear “Red for Ed” on 

Fridays, in solidarity against the Pal-
lister government’s controversial plans 
for the K-12 school system.

Organizing under the banner Pro-
tectEdMB, local teachers are making 
the international Red for Ed campaign 
their own to raise concerns about the 
province’s plans for public schooling, 
which include replacing elected boards 
with a centralized authority of govern-
ment appointees.

The red T-shirt movement began 
in West Virginia in 2018, as a teacher 
strike related to wage-hike demands.

The colour — a symbol of Repub-
lican states, an apple on the first day 
of school, and being either angry or 
in-the-red, when it comes to finances — 
has since been co-opted by campaigns 
in favour of increased funding for pub-
lic education across the United States 
and Canada.

When Aaron Beckman heard a group 
of educators in Winnipeg had started 
wearing red to signal their opposition 
to the Education Modernization Act, he 
searched his closet.

“I didn’t own a red shirt, but I wanted 
to get this going and promote it a little 
bit more because I was displeased with 
Bill 64,” said the resource teacher, “so I 
designed a T-shirt.”

Beckman is now leading an official 
campaign to raise money for break-
fast and lunch programs in Manitoba 
schools by selling T-shirts that bear 
the phrases, “Fight Bill 64” and #Red-
forEdMB. To date, the group has sold 
more than 200, at a price tag of $25 
each.

His concerns about the province’s 
plans are how the new governance 
structure will properly represent mar-
ginalized communities, an emphasis 
on standardized tests is not inclusive 
for students with disabilities, and they 

do not address tangible ways to tackle 
child poverty.

Both the Child Nutrition Council of 
Manitoba and Manitoba Teachers’ So-
ciety called for increased funding to 
support universal nutrition programs 
during the K-12 review, which informed 
Bill 64 and the Better Education Starts 
Today strategy.

The provincial strategy states Mani-
toba will create a task force to examine 
linkages between poverty and educa-

tion, and support strategies to improve 
engagement and outcomes for all stu-
dents.

Education Minister Cliff Cullen has 
said high child poverty rates cannot be 
an excuse for not striving to improve 
student outcomes. Cullen backs the 
blueprint as one that will empower par-
ents and result in up to $40 million be-
ing redirected to classrooms.

“When a child comes to school trying 
to focus on their education, when their 

home life is so rocky for many different 
reasons, there’s not a lot of education 
that’s going on. You’re basically manag-
ing their mental and physical health as 
best you can,” said Bryan Goods, who 
recently retired as a teacher after more 
than 25 years, and is an organizer with 
ProtectEdMB.

The educators plan to donate the 
more than $3,000 and counting in cam-
paign proceeds to the Child Nutrition 
Council of Manitoba.

In a statement Friday, Cullen said 
he hopes teachers are taking the time 
to become informed on the province’s 
strategy. “It is this five-year strategy, 
working with Manitobans and front-line 
educators, that will help improve our 
education system for everyone sooner, 
rather than preventing progress and 
maintaining a status quo.”

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @macintoshmaggie

Teachers seeing red in education overhaul fight

THE city is seeking help to turn vision 
into reality for the most expensive re-
creation project in Winnipeg history.

The City of Winnipeg will pay up to 
$500,000 to hire a project manager to 
design and construct the first $66-mil-
lion phase of a South Winnipeg Recrea-
tion Campus, according to a request for 
proposals. The full project is expected 
to cost from $80 million to $100 million.

“It is an incredibly exciting step for-
ward. It’s becoming more and more 
real,” said Coun. Janice Lukes (Waver-
ley West).

On 19 acres of land in Waverley West, 
the campus is slated to add a leisure 
pool, multiple gymnasiums, multi-
purpose rooms, a fitness space, a com-

munity library, a community spray pad, 
park space and athletic fields, as well as 
a potential future twin arena.

Those amenities will be placed next 
to a fire hall and school.

The campus is greatly needed, since 
fast-growing Waverley West reached an 
estimated population of 56,085 residents 
in 2020, but has no public recreation fa-
cility or community centre, said Lukes.

“The area was identified over 10 
years ago, before Waverley West went 
in, as… an underserviced recreation 
area. That’s before a shovel went in 
the ground for Waverley West. Now, 
we’ve added a city the size of Brandon 
and there’s no recreation facility,” said 
Lukes.

The councillor noted construction 
will only be possible once all funding 

is in place. City council has approved a 
plan to borrow $30 million for the rec 
campus and requested $30 million from 
each of the provincial and federal gov-
ernments. While the senior government 
funding has yet to be approved, Lukes 
said discussions appear promising, de-
spite some pandemic delay.

“It’s up to the province to work with 
the feds to get this going and there’s a 
lot on their plate. I’m very confident 
that within the next six months we’re 
going to hear something,” she said.

The request for proposals notes the 
recreation space could be shared with a 
new high school at the site. It also notes 
the city could run the campus itself or 
ask the YW/YMCA to do so, though no 
final plan has been worked out.

The city is also “exploring” ways to 

ensure the facility produces little or no 
carbon.

Lukes said she’s confident the city 
can afford the project and find ways to 
update or replace aging rec facilities 
in older neighbourhoods. A draft Win-
nipeg recreation strategy notes some 
pools, arenas and community centres 
are so old, they are on the verge of be-
ing unusable.

“We’ve got a parks and recreation 
strategy underway that’s going to iden-
tify distances, uses of community cen-
tres. A lot of these centres are under-
utilized, a lot of them are basically 
inoperable because they’re so old. So 
there is a lot of work going on right now 
to understand how to repurpose, how to 
sell, how to change… I think we’re real-
ly getting a handle on it,” said Lukes.

Coun. Scott Gillingham, chairman 
of council’s finance committee, said a 
$50-million provincially funded Win-
nipeg recreation strategy will help pay 
for several projects to improve outdated 
rec facilities over the next three years.

“We’re trying to strike a balance as a 
city, investing in new areas, and Waver-
ley West needs that recreation centre, 
yet at the same time making investment 
in the exiting recreation infrastructure 
we have,” said Gillingham (St. James).

If funding allows, the city hopes to 
start construction on the South Win-
nipeg Recreation Campus by summer 
2023 and complete it by the end of 2024, 
the request for proposals says.

joyanne.pursaga@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @joyanne_pursaga

City seeks proposals for Waverley West recreation facility project 
JOYANNE PURSAGA

MAGGIE MACINTOSH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

T-shirts target Bill 64, raise 
funds for food programs

JOHN WOODS / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Aaron Beckman, a Winnipeg resource teacher, designed the red ‘Fight Bill 64’ T-shirts. The sales of the T-shirts raise money for school breakfast and lunch programs.

INVEST IN
MANITOBANS
Your generosity

supports Manitobans 

living with cancer. 
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