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In the event of an advertising discrepancy, the official 2021 Tri-Hospital Dream Lottery Rules and Regulations will apply without exception. 50/50 PLUS™ tickets and EXTRA CASH PLUS™ 

tickets must be ordered in conjunction with your 2021 Tri-Hospital Dream Lottery main tickets.  License Numbers: LGCA 1517-RF-35565, LGCA 1517-RF-35568, LGCA 1517-RF-35569

trihospitaldream.com
204-254-9131 | 1-844-654-4677

BUY
TODAY 

IN-PERSON SALES 
AVAILABLE AT:

 ST. VITAL CENTRE SELECT LOCATIONSFOOD STORES & MAIN ST. PHARMACY

Please check our website for any 
recent COVID-19 restrictions that 
may apply to in person sales.

TRI-HOSPITAL DREAM LOTTERY TICKETS 
1 for $100 | 2 for $175 | 4 for $300 | 8 for $500

2 for $20 | 8 for $40 | 30 for $60

2 for $20 | 5 for $40 | 10 for $60

KELOWNA, BC | EAST ST. PAUL | SAGE CREEK | ST. ADOLPHE | DOWNTOWN WINNIPEG | $1.2 MILLION CASH

6 GRAND PRIZE CHOICES

JACKPOT NOW OVER
$1,120,000

WINNER TAKES HALFDREAM LOTTERY

2021
R E C O R D  B R E A K I N GR E C O R D

LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE

2021 Mercedes-Benz AMG GLC 43 4MATIC SUV OR 2021 Ford Ranger LARIAT SuperCrew  
PLUS 2022 Jayco Jayflight SLX 7 174 BH Travel Trailer  PLUS $7,500 Cash OR $70,000 CASH

DON’T MISS OUT!

WORTH OVER $82,000

DEADLINE
IN2DAYS

SUMMER DREAM BONUS

SOLD OUT

DEADLINE
MIDNIGHT, JUNE 10

OVER 
85%

SOLD

Hurry!

SE
TT

LONS

HALLONQUIST DRR

ST
U

RG
EO

N
 R

O
A

D

ST
U

RG
EO

N
 R

O
A

D

GRACE 
HOSPITAL

SC II

PORTAGE AVENUE

Discover St. James’
New Safe & Secure, 

Senior Living Community

Stay
Active

New 
Friends

Be
Engaged

Great
Food

NOW SCHEDULING 
PERSONAL TOURS

Call to Book Your Visit
SCI - Kari

204.202.1865
SCII - Tania

204.202.1870
Premium Location Suites 

Available for Immediate Occupancy

Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™ PROUDLY CANADIAN

www.allseniorscare.com

RESERVE NOW

to Guarantee Your Choice of Suites

E
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Independent
Assisted Living

Providing a Continuum of Care 
and Support to seniors in a

warm, luxurious environment
and specializing in secure 

seniors care.
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Sturgeon Creek I
10 Hallonquist Dr.
204.202.1865
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SDALE DRE DR

BOOTH DR

Sturgeon Creek II
707 Setter St.
204.202.1870

W
HAT if we got it all wrong?

Throughout the pandemic, 
Premier Brian Pallister and 

Dr. Brent Roussin, the chief provin-
cial health officer, have preached the 
merits of a “least restrictive means” 
approach, where social and economic 
restrictions are increased slowly and 
iteratively as the severity of the CO-
VID-19 outbreak increased.

Despite clear evidence of the flaws 
in this approach — twice Manitoba has 
generated the worst outbreaks in North 
America — Pallister and Roussin, 
along with other public health ex-
perts working within the government, 
have clung faithfully to the idea less-
restrictive measures will ultimately 
result in more positive results.

In testimony during a recent consti-

tutional challenge of the restrictions, 
Roussin went as far as to suggest he 
is “bound” to use the least-restrictive 
means in every decision he recom-
mends.

Current public health orders are 
slated to expire on June 12, and there 
are strong hints that — despite an aver-
age of 200 new cases a day and over-
flowing hospitals — some restrictions 
could be eased before the end of the 
week. Roussin amplified those expecta-
tions Monday when he said it appears 
Manitoba is “very likely on that down-
trend of the third wave.”

But is it really time to ease back on 
restrictions? When it comes time to 
reveal their decision, you can bet Pal-
lister and Roussin will rely heavily on 
the doctrine of least-restrictive means. 
And that, in and of itself, is a source of 
concern for epidemiologists and public 
health experts outside government.

One of those outside sources is Dr. 
Ross Upshur, an internationally rec-
ognized expert in public health and, 
unofficially, godfather of the doctrine 
of least-restrictive means.

In 2002, Upshur wrote a summary 
ethics framework for public health 
interventions that has become widely 
circulated and discussed among public 
health experts in this country and 
beyond. Upshur’s framework describes 

four principles — questions really — 
to be considered when designing any 
public health intervention.

Does the action prevent or reduce 
harm to individuals and groups? Can 
the same ends be achieved in a way 
that is less restrictive of individual or 
group freedoms? Will individuals or 
groups most impacted by restrictions 
be compensated? And, was the decision 
to intervene dominated by one group or 
subject to political interference?

“The spirit of the (least-restrictive 
means) concept is to be respectful of 
the fact that we live in a liberal democ-
racy and we have come to expect cer-
tain freedoms,” Upshur said in an in-
terview. “And anything that threatens 
those freedoms should only be done 
with good reason. We do need to strike 
that balance as much as possible.”

That having been said, Upshur noted 
it is wrong to interpret “least-restric-
tive means” as only the slow, itera-
tive application of more severe restric-
tions, which has been the approach in 
Manitoba. That is not the best strategy 
during a pandemic with rapidly mutat-
ing virus strains, as is the case now.

“We need to be willing to move 
forward with restrictive measures 
and then dial them back as conditions 
improve,” Upshur said. “And in a 
situation where there is concern about 

variants, you would want to be more 
aggressive at the outset. By not being 
more aggressive, you may actually be 
prolonging your suffering by not being 
strict enough at the beginning.”

Upshur’s comments are consistent 
with criticism from medical and scien-
tific experts who believe the Pallister 
government has been too slow in intro-
ducing restrictions prior to clearly in-
coming surges. Leading up to and dur-
ing the second COVID-19 wave late last 
year, Pallister resisted measures like 
mandatory indoor mask mandates and 
stay-at-home orders while allowing 
social gatherings and concessions for 
maskless indoor church services.

Even in the midst of the devastating 
third wave, Pallister balked at a full 
lockdown, electing to keep non-essen-
tial retail open and allowing people 
to largely police themselves on social 
gatherings between households.

University of Manitoba epidemiolo-
gist Dr. James Blanchard, a Canada 
Research Chair in epidemiology and 
global public health, said by applying 
a very literal interpretation of least-
restrictive means, the Pallister govern-
ment has consistently missed opportu-
nities to reduce the overall cases and 
deaths from each wave of COVID-19.

“If you see a wave coming, by using 
least-restrictive means and doing it 

incrementally you’re really only set-
ting the stage for much-worse out-
comes,” said Blanchard. “If you look at 
the outcomes, then it could be argued 
that the application of least-restric-
tive means is to have an earlier and 
sharper lockdown. You would not only 
be in lockdown for a shorter period of 
time, but you’d also save a lot of lives. 
If you wait and do less, then you have 
restrictive means for longer with more 
lives lost.”

Both Blanchard and Upshur agreed 
it is never easy to impose restrictions, 
and that they should never be applied 
in a rash manner. However, both said 
all pandemic management strategies 
must aim to achieve the best possible 
outcomes, which means as little sick-
ness and death as possible.

“If the circumstances dictate that 
you impose more restrictive mea-
sures,” Upshur said, “and that they will 
be more effective in protecting people, 
then you have to have the courage to 
do that.”

Manitobans have consistently been 
told less restrictions would result in 
more positive outcomes. Instead, the 
Pallister government has shown us, 
once again, that less almost always 
means less. 

dan.lett@freepress.mb.ca

In Manitoba, ‘least restrictive’ strategy amounts to little
DAN LETT

OPINION

M
ANITOBA’S education 
minister is accusing the 
teachers union of “provid-

ing misinformation and creating 
unnecessary fear” about the Pro-
gressive Conservative govern-
ment’s plans to overhaul public 
schooling in the province.

On Monday, Education Minis-
ter Cliff Cullen sent the president 
of the Manitoba Teachers’ Soci-
ety a letter outlining the prov-
ince’s intentions behind Bill 64 
(Education Modernization Act) 
and critiquing the union’s cam-
paign against it. He also attached 
a fact-checking sheet from the 
department of education.

“Sharing false information 

creates fear, politicizes the class-
room, and does nothing to sup-
port our leaders, students, and 
families who need this support 
now, more than ever,” wrote Cul-
len, in a letter dated June 7.

The minister reiterated claims 
the province’s K-12 education 
reforms, including controver-
sial legislation that will replace 
elected school boards with a cen-
tralized authority of government 
appointees, will redirect money 
spent on the duplication of admin-
istrative services to classrooms.

Critics of the education over-
haul, including the teachers 
union, continue to raise concerns 
about local voices being silenced 
without elected trustees, school 
leaders being removed from 
the union, and disproportionate 

representation. Only one of 15 
new education regions will en-
compass Winnipeg, which is 
home to more than half of Mani-
toba’s K-12 students.

Cullen, however, defended the 
province’s plan Monday, saying 
the new governance model will 
ensure resources are spread 
more equitably to rural and 
northern regions, give parents 
a greater voice while respect-
ing educators, and protect both 
teachers and principals as educa-
tors by requiring valid teaching 
certificates.

He added new standardized 
tests will only be one part of 
a comprehensive assessment 
plan, and indicated leaders at 
regional and school levels will re-
spond to community and unique 

programming needs.
During a phone call Monday, 

president James Bedford said the 
union has been forced to inter-
pret provincial documents, given 
the minister has yet to agree to a 
meeting with MTS since January.

“Good communication will go 
a long way (in) resolving differ-
ences,” said Bedford, who rep-
resents approximately 16,600 
public school teachers in the 
province.

He added the union has been 
focused on the wording in Bill 64 
because that is what will become 
law, in comparison to the prov-
ince’s items in its Better Educa-
tion Starts Today document.

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
Twitter: @macintoshmaggie

Teachers union ‘sharing false information’: education minister
MAGGIE MACINTOSH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
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Education Minister Cliff Cullen: standardized tests only part of plans. 
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