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Son charged with murder in father’s stabbing death

A 
FATHER is dead and his son is 
in custody after a stabbing on 
Maryland Street early Friday.

Winnipeg police said on Saturday 
that Salvatore Pellettieri, 64, of Win-
nipeg, was found dead in his home in 
the 500 block of Maryland Street at 
about 6:20 a.m.

Pellettieri’s son, Donato Salvatore 
Pellettieri, 34, has been charged with 
first-degree murder.

Police said the younger Pellettieri 
is in custody and the investigation is 
continuing.

A cousin, Mario Pellettieri, said he 
only found out about the slaying when 
another cousin called him after hear-
ing it on the news on Saturday.

“It’s just a shock,” said Mario. “Sal 
was an OK guy — he was Sal. I didn’t 
really know Donato — he was always 
in jail.

“The last time I saw him he was at 
my aunt’s funeral and he was escorted 
there by a couple of jailers. We’ve 
stayed out of touch for a lot of years.”

Mario said the elder Pellettieri had a 
daughter as well.

“He was divorced early, years ago 
when his kids were young.”

Mario said the house where the slay-

ing took place was owned by Salva-
tore’s parents for many years.

“I would like to find out why the kid 
did this.”

According to a realtor site, the 
custom-built raised bungalow was 
built in 1977, and it is located almost 
across from the Freshco grocery in 
what used to be a Safeway store on 
Sargent Avenue.

Carlos Eavao said his mother lives 
on Maryland and heard loud noises in 
the middle of the night.

“My mom told me about three 
o’clock in the morning she heard lots 
of screaming,” said Eavao.

“It was a girl screaming. Then the 

dogs started barking.”
Eavao said his mother didn’t hear 

anything more so she went back to 
sleep. He said later that day, when he 
went to visit, there were several police 
vehicles at the scene and yellow police 
tape was up.

Police are asking anyone with infor-
mation about the slaying to call Ho-
micide investigators at 204-986-6508 
or leave an anonymous tip with Crime 
Stoppers at 204-786-TIPS (8477).
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Police investigate the scene of a homicide 
on Maryland Street Friday.

WINNIPEG — Manitoba’s chief public 
health officer says it was “difficult” to 
extend restrictions on gatherings into 
people’s homes, but he notes the move 
might have been made earlier with the 
benefit of hindsight.

“It was very daunting to provide 
for such wide-reaching restrictions 
on so many different sectors, and… it 
seemed even more difficult to apply 
public health restrictions to someone’s 
private residence,” Dr. Brent Roussin 
told The Canadian Press in a wide-
ranging interview about the pandemic 
and lessons learned during the unprec-
edented health crisis.

“Could they have come in earlier? 
Looking back, we saw a lot of trans-
mission there, so yes. But again, we 
don’t know necessarily what effects 
that would have had definitively. But 
(gatherings in homes) certainly turned 
out to be a significant route of trans-
mission.”

Manitoba saw a small number of 
cases in the pandemic’s first wave in 
the spring of 2020, and many cases 
were directly related to travel. The 
second wave saw a sharp rise, starting 
in the early autumn, with close indoor 
contact being a major contributor. By 
mid-October, the province was starting 
to see more than 100 new daily cases 
on a regular basis.

The province imposed caps on 
public gatherings and, two weeks later, 
banned indoor service at bars and 
restaurants. But small get-togethers 
inside homes were allowed to continue 
until Nov. 20.

Like all provinces, Manitoba was 
making unprecedented use of powers 
under public health legislation.

The government is required to use 
the least restrictive means necessary, 
Roussin said, citing medical ethics, the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms and 
Manitoba’s Public Health Act. The law 
specifies that restrictions “must be no 
greater than is reasonably necessary” 
to respond to a health emergency.

Manitoba was hit with a third wave 
this spring, driven in part by the 
more-contagious Alpha variant, first 
detected in the United Kingdom. Wider 
transmission was noted in workplaces 
and data showed people of colour had 
exponentially higher rates of infection.

For the first time, Manitoba had to 
ship COVID-19 patients in intensive 
care to other provinces to free up beds.

“That Alpha strain was much differ-
ent than the wild-type strain,” Roussin 
said.

Top doc 
Roussin 
reflects on 
pandemic 
lessons
STEVE LAMBERT

WHEN Chantal Shivanna Ramraj 
heard the comments that sparked 
more than a week of outcry across 
Manitoba, first from premier Brian 
Pallister and then from incoming In-
digenous relations minister Alan 
Lagimodiere, the first reaction the 
teacher felt was disgust, and also 
frustration, but not shock. 

“The way that both Brian Pallister 
and Alan Lagimodiere said these 
awful comments was so casual,” 
Ramraj said. “They didn’t expect the 
response that they got, which shows 
us that they’re used to saying these 
things, and not having any response.”

Lagimodiere issued a lengthy apol-
ogy late Friday afternoon, for saying 
that the architects of residential 
schools “thought they were doing the 
right thing.” Pallister has refused to 
apologize for his July 7 comments 
in which he condemned vandalism 
against two legislature statues by 
praising colonial history.

“Educators need to stand in solidar-
ity with Indigenous peoples,” Ramraj 
said. “The (Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission), most of its recommen-
dations have to do with education. We 
as educators have the responsibility 
to not allow historical revisionism.” 

On Saturday morning, that brought 
Ramraj and around 100 other con-
cerned educators, students, Indig-
enous advocates and supporters to 
the steps of the legislature, in a rally 

jointly against those comments and 
against Bill 64, the Pallister govern-
ment’s sweeping proposed education 
reforms. 

Clad either in orange, the colour 
of solidarity with residential school 
survivors, or red, the colour chosen 
for the opposition campaign to Bill 
64, the crowd gathered just steps 
away from the now-empty plinth 
where the statue of Queen Victo-
ria stood until activists pulled it 
down on July 1. 

They listened intently to speeches 
from Indigenous elders, youth and 
other teachers. They chanted to 
“slam the door on 64” and held signs 
calling for Lagimodiere’s resignation, 
grading Pallister’s grasp of history 

(they gave it an “F”) and declaring 
that residential schools were abuse, 
not education.

“I can’t believe that I need to teach 
the government that genocide is 
wrong and it always was,” one sign 
read. 

Speaking to the crowd, Michael 
Kirkness, a Winnipeg teacher and 
member of Fox Lake Cree Nation, 
called for better support for Indige-
nous students, as well as commitment 
from government leaders to confront 
the trauma of past and present colo-
nial policies, from residential schools 
to the child welfare system.

“We as educators need to stand up 
and make it known that we refuse to 
allow this revisionist narrative that 

the motives of residential schools 
were made with good intentions,” 
Kirkness said.

“We will not stand for whitewash-
ing history. And we are here to fight 
for what is right.”

The rally came as part of an ongo-
ing movement to oppose Bill 64, 
under the banner #ProtectEdMB. Or-
ganizers had actually been meeting 
to discuss a book earlier this week, 
just as Lagimodiere’s statements be-
gan to make headlines, Kirkness said. 
That inspired them to pull together 
the rally. 

“We figured that we needed to 
do something,” Kirkness said. “We 
needed to make our voices known 
that this attempt at trying to erase 
history and rewrite it to make it look 
and sound nice is not acceptable.”

“This is an educational issue, but 
it’s also more broadly a societal 
issue,” he continued. “It is vitally im-
portant that we refuse to allow these 
powers that be to create a version 
of history that suits their needs. We 
need to stand up to that, and we need 
to fight for our education in a broader 
context.” 

After the rally, some attendees 
took time to quietly walk past the 
sea of orange flags planted in front 
of where the statue of Queen Victo-
ria sat, a memorial to the thousands 
of Indigenous children who died in 
residential schools. 
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Teachers speak out 
against ‘whitewashing history’
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A person wearing an orange shirt honouring residential school survivors bows their head as they listen to a speaker at the ProtectEdMB rally Saturday at the Manitoba legislature.
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Protesters sit on the steps of the legislature during Saturday’s rally.
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