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Kinew’s past concerning
Re: New Indigenous reconciliation minister deliv-
ers disastrous debut (July 15)

NDP leader Wab Kinew interrupted the press 
conference of the new Indigenous reconciliation 
minister on Thursday to express concern about 
residential schools. Is Kinew a hypocrite, or has 
he actually changed his stripes?

I remembered his comments about the children 
of Attawapiskat, which were reported March 
10, 2016, in the Free Press when he was running 
for election: “On Oct. 17, 2012, Kinew tweeted: 
“Riding in my limo back to my king sized sweet 
feeling really bad for those kids in Attawapiskat. 
#haha #terrible #inative”

At the time, Kinew was serving as director of 
Indigenous inclusion at the University of Win-
nipeg. Although one source close to Kinew has 
described the Attawapiskat tweet as “satire,” the 
joke was lost on political foes.

Althea Guiboche, a Liberal candidate for Point 
Douglas — widely known in Manitoba as the Ban-
nock Lady, who has spent years distributing food 
to the homeless and needy — called the tweet “un-
acceptable. All kinds of terrible conditions and 
that’s his tweet, in his limo, riding home to his 
king-sized suite. He’s looked up to as a leader. For 
him to be saying things like this, that’s rubbing 
their faces in their own poverty. It’s terrible.”

Is Kinew’s current concern for the children 
who attended residential schools genuine? Or is 
it a cover for his disdain for Indigenous people 
living in poverty? Was his behaviour at the press 
conference an act of courage, or arrogant grand-
standing?

GLENNELDA WARNER
Winnipeg

City presentations ignored
Re: City eyes council ward allowance hike (July 
15)

Mayor Brian Bowman “doesn’t believe this 
should be a priority ... I think we’re in the middle 

of a pandemic, there are many other needs 
...That’s my priority and my focus”. Horse hockey.

I presented at the July 9 finance committee 
meeting and recommended cuts to non-essentials 
to fund essentials, and for more support to thou-
sands of businesses and citizens in need. It takes 
hours to get an ambulance. Meanwhile, there’s 
no cuts to the $17.6 million beautification budget. 
Flower pots are full, but paramedic service is 
broken. Priorities?

I presented again at the July 14 executive policy 
committee meeting. I challenged EPC to cut $25 
million plus more of non-essentials this year and 
double it next year. I had a list. I asked the mayor 
to re-table his defeated 2014 motion to end sever-
ance packages for elected officials. If not, or if 
defeated, donate his severance, which is 24 weeks 
of pay, as councillor Marty Morantz did in 2018 
when he donated his severance to the Bruce Oake 
Recovery Centre.

What I get? Crickets. No questions. Didn’t ask 
for my lists.

Enjoy the flowers while the city crumbles and 
goes broke. Lipstick on a pig.

KELLY RYBACK
Winnipeg

When kids abuse kids
Re: Student-on-student abuse part of residential 
school legacy (Opinion, July 15)

Thank you to columnist Peter McKenna for 
his excellent article about a reality that former 
senator Murray Sinclair stated “many people did 
not want to talk about,” namely that of student-to-
student abuse. McKenna points out in his article 
that students who were victimized and abused 
“transformed into abusers themselves.”

A psychiatrist I once worked with said “you sel-
dom become abusive if you haven’t been abused.” 
We need to talk about abuse, and about the experi-
ence of being bullied and harassed. It is not a 
pleasant subject, but it is one that is part of the 
important reconciliation process.

MAC HORSBURGH
Winnipeg

High-school grads unprepared
Re: Educators embrace change (Letter, July 16)

School principal Tyler Milloy pointed out some 
things about me in his rebuttal to my letter from 
the previous day. There are two main issues:

The way education is funded is wrong. A lot 
of people living in modest homes pay $2,000 or 
more annually in education tax. We do not have a 
health-care tax or a social-assistance tax. Those, 
like other government services, are funded by 
income tax and other means.

Taking education tax off of property levels the 
playing field. High earners and high spenders 
will pay more.

As to learning outcomes, the school principal 
knows full well that many of the graduates are 
not prepared for college or university, let alone 
life. We need to improve, simple as that. No 
excuses.

PETER KAUFMANN
Winnipeg

From the perspective of a parent and an educa-
tion professor, Bill 64 removes the local resources 
required to deal with community concerns. Pem-
bina Trails prides itself on a nationally renowned 
music program, but recent cuts due to Bill 64 
transitions have eliminated the divisional music 
specialist this coming year.

I have experienced how hard it is to recruit 
quality parents for board positions, as parents 
realize the time taken away from their children 
and families to serve. A voluntary provincial par-
ent board will likely be skewed by those who have 
time to serve on those committees, underserving 
the rich diversity in our province.

SHERI SKWARCHUK
Winnipeg

Care-home concerns
Re: Vaccination policy in place for new Revera 
care home employees (July 10)

I was heartened to see Revera Inc. put a new 

policy in place to ensure all employees working 
in their personal-care homes are vaccinated, or 
tested daily if not. If you can’t agree to either of 
these options, I question why you are in health 
care, especially caring for our most vulnerable 
Manitobans during a global pandemic.

Although I understand the privacy issues and 
employees’ rights, with vaccines now readily 
available, all visitors and staff should be required 
to be vaccinated, or have a plan to get vaccinated 
in the near future or, if they are unable or unwill-
ing to be vaccinated, agree to testing when in 
the facility, in addition to wearing extra personal 
protective equipment. The decision of some PCHs 
to have only visitors (and not designated family 
members, other volunteers, and PCH staff) prove 
their vaccination status is ridiculous.

I visit my mother every day in her PCH and see 
the toll the lack of certainty about vaccination 
status has on the day-to-day lives of staff who 
have to deal with additional protocols.

I question whose individual rights are actually 
being violated.

LEAH DE FOREST
Winnipeg

Vaccine record missing
Re: Province pauses production of COVID-19 im-
munization cards (July 9)

Over a week ago, I discovered I am unable to 
get my immunization card/QR code because my 
first COVID-19 vaccination is missing from my 
record. The government has admitted that there 
have been many errors in the data entry of the 
immunization information. The system they have 
set up to “fix” the errors is less than ideal. I have 
filled out a well-hidden form to request a correc-
tion to my record, but after that it is a big black 
hole. Nobody seems to know anything.

I have done my part in getting two doses as 
soon as I was eligible. Now it is the government’s 
turn to sort out this mess.

MARGARET AMYOT
Winnipeg
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The ‘vocal minority’ is getting louder
S

O, maybe it isn’t just “a vocal minority,” after 
all.

Back in May, as an initial wave began to 
grow in opposition to the province’s Bill 64 — 
the Education Modernization Act — Minister of 
Education Cliff Cullen dismissed the negative 
public reaction as the over-amplified voices of a 
partisan few.

“It’s a vocal minority that we’re hearing from, 
quite frankly,” Mr. Cullen stated, suggesting 
groups with an axe to grind over proposed chang-
es to education — including the Manitoba Teach-
ers’ Society and the Manitoba School Boards 
Association — were peddling misinformation, 
stoking fears and “preying on the anxiety that 
many Manitobans are feeling during COVID.”

The minister called for an open and honest dis-
cussion based on the facts of Bill 64, and vowed 
to address “misconceptions” about the proposed 
legislation in the days and weeks that followed.

Time has passed. Unease about the bill has only 
grown more widespread and vociferous.

As the number of lawn signs trumpeting opposi-
tion to Bill 64 continues to grow in various residen-
tial areas and new pockets of opposition emerge, 
it might be time for Mr. Cullen and the Pallister 
government to reconsider their assessment of the 

broader public view of their legislation.
Here’s one way to look at it: if you’re a Progres-

sive Conservative government in Manitoba, and 
you lose the support of Winkler on a given issue, 
it might be time to revisit the ol’ drawing board.

Winkler, which sits smack-dab in the middle of 
the bluest of Tory-blue regions of the province 
(Manitoba’s sixth-largest community voted 87.5 
per cent PC in 2019), last Wednesday sent a letter 
to the education minister outlining a resolution 
adopted by its city council in opposition to Bill 
64’s planned elimination of elected local school 
boards in favour of a centrally managed and 
government-appointed education authority that 
will set policy throughout the province.

“School boards reflect the values of local 
community through essential programming, 
services and supports offered to the populations 
they serve,” the letter says. “Their operations are 
transparent, and through community involve-
ment and open dialogue can build the trust that is 
necessary for good governance.”

The letter calls on the province to amend Bill 
64 to preserve the right for communities to elect 
school boards and maintain local accountability 
in public education.

The Pallister government has couched the 

board-elimination measure as a cost-saving initia-
tive, but some observers have argued it is equally 
concerned with seizing central control of collec-
tive bargaining with teachers.

Winkler is one of several communities and 
municipalities in Tory-supporting rural Manitoba 
to join the anti-Bill-64 chorus in recent days. Mr. 
Cullen’s assertion that opposition to the bill is lim-
ited to special interests and a negligible big-city 
constituency that has fallen victim to the vocal 
groups’ fear-mongering is beginning to look like a 
rather sizable political miscalculation.

With the Progressive Conservative Party cur-
rently staring at polling numbers that would land 
them in the opposition benches if an election were 
held today, much of the blame for the flagging for-
tunes of Premier Brian Pallister and his govern-
ment is being assigned to the uneven and twice-
catastrophic response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

But make no mistake — Bill 64’s proposal to 
aggressively centralize education authority at 
the expense of local representation has become 
a flashpoint that could prove to be as much of a 
tipping-point issue as is the pandemic response.

Mr. Cullen and the government he serves will 
ignore the ever-larger, ever-louder “vocal minor-
ity” at their peril.
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